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rob will Kt eaſily is cl to pardon my 
Boldneſs in addreſſing my ſelf to you 
in this Publick manner, when I ſhall 
have acquainted you, tha was mov?d 
do it, fi 651 by reaſon of ti 72 you 
ſultly deſerve, for the modeſt Courage wherewith 


you have ventur'd, I think upon very folid Argu- 
ments, to enquire into and clear that important 


from thoſe Prejudices and more obſcure No- 
mw ; which length of Lime, rather than real Scrip- 
tural Grounds, have charg'd it with. 24h). That 
I might make ſome Acknowledgment. to you for 
that Light and Satisfaction J flatter, my ſelf I have 7 
receiv'd' from the learned and elaborate Works | 
| 


your Writihgs, there appegrs a true Chriſtian Cans 
dor und — of Temper, which precludes all 
Opportunity of laying to your Charge any ſiniſter 

Views, ot other Deſigu than the Glory of God“ 


| andthe Diſcovery of Truth, ſo I thought it might 

got be unacceptable to give You and the Publick 

ſome r Agcounpor the Improvement I have the B 
A 


Article of our. moſt Holy Faith, the glorious Tri- 


have publiſh'd upon this weighty Point. And as in 
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al oy our beau 8 geſted 


fr of from the Peru 
= „and the Method of it. 
our Book of the Soripture- Doctrine having Gly 
hit in queſtion the Vulgar Explication of the Doctrint: 
the Trgity, as at preſent profeſs'd amongſt us ( 
e ſo much Leaven, immediately ſet the Tongues 
and the Pens of the Learned a ws £2. and by that 
- ſoon became a general Subject of Converſation. 
As to my ſelt, I thought it 5 Duty, as I am a 
| . ner bleſs'd with an Education capable of it, 
co peruſe the different Books or Pamp hs which! 
. Aer d upon that Subject. And I vr this to be 
my Duty, becauſe as . ought to be the 
| che Care and, Einploy of every rational Creature 
is World, ſo a right Ungerſtanding and Infor- 
| en in the ſame, ought'to be his equal Concern. 
And on this Occaf ion, . I; confider'd with my ſelf, 
that for me, who have now put away childiſh things, 
and have had the Bleſſing of a liberal Education, it 
could by no means be ficient to acquieſce in and 
ſatisfy my ſelf with the Inſtructions and Sentiments 
imprinted in me in my tender and weaker Years, R 
but thought my eternal Salvation of too great Mo- ( 
ment, not to enquire into the M-ans of it wy fe,, | vr 
and with the utmoſt Care and Coolneſs to try and 
examin all hinge, that I might with more Satiſ- 
faction and Security to my .own Conſcience hold 
that which was bet N conducing to my eter” 
K nal Intereſt. | of 
When I apply'd my ſelf to the reading of the pre- 
* nt Controverly, I cou'd not but obſerve how the 
= Prejudice of my former Notions byaſs'd my Un- 
i derſtanding in favour of the Explanation of the 
5 Docktine * revel db, and I could hardly 3 
| " Torbear 
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forbegf cenſuring it as 4 'preſurpptuoyus Ungerts?⸗ 

kipg, to bring that Doctrine into à Subject of Dee 

Site, which has for many Centuries paſt obtäin'd 
Poſſ. 


zn undoubted and quiet Pöſſeſſion in moſt ChriſMlan 
ürches. This 1 muſt dwn ſceindd to me ter 


due examination, the ſtrongeſt Argument om the 
fide of the vulgar Notions; and I believe isdthe 
general prevailing one with the unthinking and lets 
udious Part of Chriſtians, as well as it was with 
ay ſelf. For a long undiſturd'd Pöſſeſſion, is 'aE 
oft as ſtrong a Plea with narrow fuperficial Thinks 
rs, as it is at the Bar; and thoſe who will not 
emſelves take» the Trouble to examine into the 
eaſons and Grounds of Doctrines or Opinions; 
onfequently pay that awful Deference to paſt 
eneiations, that whatever was receiv'd and ap- 
prov'd of by them in matters of Faith, they like- 
wiſe by a fort of Neceſſity or wilful Blindneſs ap- 
prove and embrace. e Ag en 
Now beſides that this method of proceeding, is 
committing the moſt. valuable Things we have, our 
Reaſon, our Religion, our Souls, to a fort of Chance, 
(for, the preceding Ages, being as fallible as we are, 
may. poſſibly have been led into a Miſtake,) 1 ſay, 
beſides this, this way of Conduct undermines and 
deſtroys at once the glorious Work of the Reforma- 
ion; and renders the Romaniſt excufable and ſafe 
oo in the belief of Tranſubſtantiation and many 
%her erroneous Doctrines, and in the Practiſes baile 
upon them. Nay, the Mahometan himſelf may by . 
is Rule, be as ſecure in the belief of, and practiſe 
cording to his abſurd and inconſiſtent Alcoran, 
, the Chriſtian under the Goſpel- diſpenſation. 
For, to come nearer to our preſent” Caſe ; if this 
\ A 2 way 
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way of diſcourſing is concluſive and to b&llow'd 
© of; The wulgar Explication of the Doctrine the 
Bleſſed Ty bas been determined in many genetg! 
Councils, and univerſally accepted in many foregoing 
Centuries : Therefore it is true, and no fart her n 
be enquired imo; I think this other to be full as, 
convincing made uſe of by the Roman Divines i 
the beginning of the Reformation, as well as at 
preſent, The Doctrines of Tranſubſtantiation, Se- | 
ven Sacraments, Invocation of Saints, have been de 

bated and decreed in many general Councils, and uni 
 verſally., embraced for many. Ages paſt ; (and this | 
method of arguing may be made more extenſiv | 


and ſtronger by the Mahometan) therefore they ar 
trua, pus no-furtber to be enquir d into. For | can 
not ſee what can be offered to render the Sequel 
in this latter Caſe inconſequent and or 6 
which will not have the like force in the other. For 
why are not numbers of Years, Ages, and Councils, 
of equal Weight and Conſideration. for one Doc- 

trine, as well as for another ? . 


/ 


If it be ſuggeſted, that reviving Diſputes con- 
cerning the Doctrine of the Trinity is deſtructive 
of the Peace of the Church, opens a Door to end- 
| leſs. Contentions about Matters of Faith, and can 
ſerve. only for a Handle to Libertines and ill-de- 
ſigning Scepticks, to leſſen and run down the Cer- 
winty and the Majeſty of our moſt Holy Religion 
Fanfwer, that this alfo was a ſtrong Prejudice made 
ule of by the Romaniſt againſt our firſt Reformets, | 
and at preſent is a Veil ſpread over their Under. 
flanding, with-holding from their fight, the 105 


Truths of the Chriſtian Dodrine. And why thef 
may 1t be unlawful or improper for us at leaſtt9 
* apprehend, 
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to he vidgar N of the preſent Doctrine? 
Or why muſt it be look d ven as a Crime worthy 
o the ſevereſt Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures and Proſecu- 
ion, to propoſe with Temper and Modeſty, thoſe 


Arguments from Scripture and Reaſon founded: on 
Seripture, which ſeem to-carry Weight enough to 


render the. Txuth-of ſuch: Fxplications' dubious; 
and not ſo peremptory as it is generally held to be; 


) Theſe Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, 70. 10. 30, 


I and my Father are one, ſeem not more plain and 
decifive, than thoſe others from the! ſame Divine 
Perſon, this ig my Body, And there ſeem to be in 


the New Teſtament many more Texts which in- 


cline a ſincere unprejudic'd Searcher after Truth, 
againſt the preſent general Acceptation of the former 
Paſſage, than againſt that other in behalf of Trans 


ſubſtantiation. If therefore we are not afraid in 
this latter Caſe, openly and boldly to aſſert that 
the many, at leaſt ſome Ages preceding the Re- 


formation, were carry'd away with, and -over-rul'd 
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by a certain and undoubted Errour with relation to 


the Point of Tranſubſtantiation; why is it ſtrange 
or offenſive in the preſent Diſpute, to apprehend 


ſame or many of the paſt Centuries may likewiſe 
have been overſcen in a Miſtake, for want perhaps 
of a cool and free Examination, in this Doctrine of 


apprehe : this may in ſome for e Caſe 6 5 


the Adorable Trinity? Eſpecially conſidering we difs 


claim and diſallow of all pretenſe to Infallibility in 


} any Church or Sect of Men, and build the = 
ty of our Articles only and entirely upon th 5 +: 


TUres. | 


But it is {till infiſted on, that however grounds 


leſs, . or at leaſt unworthy of any regard theſe Sug⸗ 


mY SE 
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1 ions deere ft the Time of the Reformatf it is 
evident that allowing ſo ſublime an Article he 
moſt adorable Trinity to be canvaſs'd afreſh and + 


amin'd as a Doctrine capable of ſome Alteration, or 
at leaſt as not explain'd with altogether ſo muck 
Certaintv as tis generally believ'd to be from 0 


conſtant Tradition and determination of many Cen 
turies and Councils; I fay, allowing this now to 
become a Subject of Controverly ; it is inſiſted up- 
on that this muſt needs be deſtructive of the Peace 
of the Church, unſettle the Faith and Principles of 
Religion will the unlearned Multitude, and fix 
in the minds of all Men a general Diffidence and 
wavering concerning the Truth of the Chriſtian \ 
Religion in general. And I proceed in the ſame | 
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Argument, and ſubjoyn, with how much ſtronger 
and more plauſible Force was this alleg'd and preſs'd 
againſt our firſt Reformers, than it poſſibly can be 
in the preſent Caſe? For furely then it cou'd not 
but be extremely harfh and ſhocking to hear that, 
which for ſome, Ages before had been the daily Ob- 
ject of continual Proſtrations and Divine Worſhip, 
df moſt fervent Meditation and Prayer, and to which 
daily moſt ardent Petitions and Vows had been of- 
fer'd, L fay, it cou'd not then but ſound amazingly 
_ , harſh and give a ſurprizing Turn to their Thoughts, 
I "to hear it not only calld'in queſtion, but openly 
i declar'd and demonſtrated from clear Scripture and 
» . Reaſon founded on Scripture, to be only a Piece of 
Bread; and that their well-intended Devotion, as 
- they had khitherto directed it, had terminated only 
in a thin empty Wafer. But now, to apply our 
ſelves to the Caſe before us; ſuppoſing that ſome- 
thing of a Chriſtian Liberty or Latitude were al- 
. | low'd 
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5 8 
low d with reſpect to this Article, namely, that no 
more were exacted from Chriſtians in general, han 
to believe, there is hut One God in the moſt proper «ws 
and abſolute Acceptation of the Word God (of which _ 
more hereafter ;) That the ſecond Perſon of the j 


* 


dle Trinity is truly God of God, or the eter- | ' 
Son of God, by a Divine Incomprehenſiblè Ge- 
neration, conſiſting of all communicable Divine Per- 
fections; who in Obedience to his eternal Father's 
Will deſcended upon Earth, took upon him our 
Nature and dy'd for our Redemption; That the 
Holy Ghoſt is likewiſe a Divine Perſon, proceeding 
after. an incomprehenſible manner from the Father 
750 the Son, being himſelf alſo of all communicable 
vine Perfections; whoſe immediate Care is the 
Finſpiring the Prophets, ſanctifying our Souls by the 
inward Operations of Divine Grace, and the Go- 

vernment of Chriſt's Church upon the Earth. All 
which are clear and beyond controverſy declar'd in.. 
the New Teſtament. I ſay, ſuppoſing no ſtricter a 
Profeſſion of Faith than this, with relation to the 
Sacred Trinity, were requir'd of Chriſtians in gene- 
ral, without preſuming by the Invention of unin- 
telligible Notions to dive any. deeper into this un- 
fathomable and unſearchable Myſtery, I cannot ſee 
how the Church of Chriſt cou'd be any way a Suf- 
erer by it, ¶ think a conſiderable Advantage wou'd 
 Faccrue to it from ſuch gentle Methods, as I ſhall 
ve occaſion to explain by and by :) Neither can 
Lapprehend what reaſonable ſhock or interruption 
to Peace cou'd be occafion'd to the Minds of the 
aithful ; ſince the only Alteration, with relation 
d this Article, you ſeem to endeavour at by your 
deripture- Doctrine &c. ſeems to me to be this; The 
| '? ' bringing 


942%. » 9 
> bringing back our Profeſſion of Faith of the Trinity 
0 gs primitive Simplicity in expreſſing it; the ad- 
»--* - hering in the Belief of it, only and entirely to 

plain Scripture Texts, without taking in, as part of 
the Object of Faith, the different Explanations, 
2 Paraphraſes and Interpretations of thoſe Text 
” Which after a ſerious and impartial Examinatio 
ſeem to me to be of no more than Human Authos 
rity, however reaſonable and well grounded hep | & 
N rnay appear to ſome. _ {ge 
But to come to a more dite& Anſwer to what 
-- objected, that allowing the Article of the Trinity) 
do be controverted, is deſtructive of the Peace q 
; the Church, &c. When this was objected by rhe 
"7% Romaniſts to out firſt Refotmers, and they teply'd, 
that the true Diſturbers of the Peace of the Church F, 
.  Fere (not themſelves but) the Papal Decrees, which 
without any Neceſſity or folid Grounds multiply'd\F* 
Articles of Faith, and exacted from all Chriſtians 
a rigorbus Compliance under paif of Inquifition- 
treatment in this Life and eternal Damnation in the 
next; I believe there is hardly ofie of us, who wou'd FF ** 
not readily have joyn'd Iffue with our firſt Refor- F ? 
mers as to this, and have thus return'd their Ob- 
jection upon themſelves; that ſuch arbitrary Im- 
politions, ſuch ty ranical Exactions, ſuch uncertain 
Traditional Revelations, gave juſt Offence to all 
honeſt and ſincere Searchets into the Truth, Holts 2 
nefs and Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion; and k 
impos'd a Yoke upon the Conſciences of Men, not 
|  6nly too heavy to be born, but which would have J. 
ghteſs d us down into the depth of Error, Blindneſa . 
5 ee e 
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Aud Superſtition. 


A would not here be underſtood as if 1 intended 
8712 "ki | from * 


ke YL I 115 OI 
tum qhence to draw 4 Parallel tothe, RT: * 
wrote, the Caſes and.Circumſtanges being w 
different; from one another; and we having 
pineſs to be Members of a Church 7 
think, the pureſt ino liet Doctrines of am other 
tance the Primitive Times, and comes eater} to the 
weck and gentle Spirit of her Divine Founder; we 
ſhauld be very 23 3 2 5 —— 
Body, ſhou'd we attempt 

chan le it be law ful för 1 crave leave c 
lppoſe, that pollibly Men may be over tenacious of 
dme Doctrinal Explications, whicli * 
jether ſo plain ir Seripture as negeſſary Points 
Paith ought to be; and may be 400 #igid in regui- 
ring too iſtrict and cloſe a Profeſſion of loch Expli- 
citions; and that this Nieeneſs and Severity: iy may 
prove to ſome; a ſart of St 
Occaſion of different Sentiments and Tae in tho 
-Menibers-of//the ſame Communion ; and ſo; 
dome. Iutemuption to that moſt deſirable 
| Peace and; Unity amongſt Chriſtian Brethren. Far 
Je leatu from St Paul in his firſt Epiſtle to tlie Ca- 
chiamt, ch. 3, verſes, 12 and 15, that a Chureſi 
pure in cher Eſſentiak may build upon tlie F ounda- 
tion of the Goſpel, Nuad, Hay or Stubble, that-is, 
Dodrines not ſoconſonant to i it, ot uſeleſs, or which | 
tannor; tand a Tryal; and in che 21 of out 39 
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[I affentledin 2 General Council may err, atid-tias 


err'd eten in F ing unto God: Ard 
; V.. thar:thirgs ordain 'd/by them as fieceflary to Sal- 
tion, have geitliet Sttengtli nor Authority, un- 


es it may be declar d that they are 9 would add, 
1 inly) taken out of + Scriptures “ Now the - 
* Inferenes - 
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Articles it is expteſaly declaf d, that the Chuireſi - 


- - 8 regu gtaw frodh benden 


ivil Tombs (which fuck Men are both ambitious 
of, and know the ways how to arrive at,) at the ex- 
penſe of the Chriſtian Repoſe and Tranquillity in 
2 has by the forge of the ſame Intereſt and 


Power, 
9 


e ny 
1 
pieſtnptuous ar me, ſhon be this den den 
Mich concerns a 8 of” Men caretul " 
premmete and preſerve Chriſt Uniry/andC 
and eonſcious of: their<want! 19 1 mel wie Auth 
rity an deciding neceſſiry Contibuerſies of Faith, to 
be modeſt and little peremptoty in their Docrees of 


Fitch eſpecially in Points eaſily and ſolidlyu dont. 


vertible on Abende Sides; to "1s er-29/ much gt poſ 
bie che number of them, and to make her Eon 
uf Oommunioti eaſy and full of the Bowals of 
Tin and I am the mord n 
Opinion” by looking badeiinto the ſtare! of 
Sue l moſt of the preceding; Centurits. When 
Mam not afraid to rain. that the continua 
Wultiplying and adding t6 our Creed new; Articles 
of Faith as'necef{iry to Satvation, and requi 


iring 
-obſtimatewand perem Subleription and Prof 


ptory 
Hon of them, have occafich'd'the many noſtinvett- 
rate Diſcords, Breaches of Cohimunion: luhuman 


Perſecutions, and unplacable Schiſius in tha Church 
of Chriſt, and has rent it into innumetable Sects, 
Diviſions, and moſt invidious Denominations.:' And 
1 humbly offer it to the7umpartial Reflect ibn of any 
one hut ſuperficially vers d in the peruſal of Con- 
troberſies, or the Church Hiſſory; (pom thoſe 
additional Doctrmes have had for the muſt part any 
-other Foundation, than the bare Opinion of ſumie 
popular, prevailing eminent Teacher; wh; ſtrengths 
en d by many of the Clergy, and much more a 
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Pawns: rather 4 the Prevalency Wy, Nah, J. 
btain da publick botheEclefiaſtieal 5 Civil Sanc- 
thy to his. Notion, and a ſevere Impofition of;fame; 
pchriſtian Cenſure on thoſe who refuſe a Com- 
Lancer Thus many, a: barely ptobable 2 not 
ways truly probable) Opinion of A Party of 7 
as gtomn into an Article; of Faith: And, as ap-, 
cars from the indiſputable Grounds of the Refpr- 
pation; Chriſtians for many Centuries have been 
1d upon and oblig'd to a Profeſſion of Faith of, 
ole Doctrines, . themſclyves are. | 
Hive al true Piety and Religion. As therefore in 
heſe Caſes, ve doubt not to ts Imputati 
being the true Incendiaries and Diſtracters 
blick Coneord and Unity, upon thoſe — — 
dt nem Opinions for Doctrines of Faith, and the 
oreing them upon the. Minds and Conſciences of 
en; foreing —. ſay, not by the Cords of Love 
and thergentle Methods of Charity (peculiar to the 
opel of Chriſt,) but by the Thunder of Anathe- 
2's," the Edge of the emporal Sword, and the 
nvincible: Force of the Civil Power; (the proper, 
he only, the uſual Methods, by which ſuch Doc- 


res are ta be ſupported, continu d and propagated;) 


of. 


ay, as in theſe: Caſes we doubt not to lay the 


Sarge of being Diſturbetg of the Publick Tranquil- 
lity to theſe Innovators chiefly, not to ſuch Wri- 
ers whip out of a diſintereſted Zeal. for Goſpel- 
Truths; and for the Preſervation of the Chriſtian 
Articles within their firſt Apoſtolical Bounds, op- 
ole themſelves to ſuch Innovations, and ſtand in the 
2p in Defenſe of the Chriſtian Liberty; ſo let it 
dc left to cool unprejudic d Examination of your 


\ 
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n 80 


1 cc. 15 Noun other . moſt. . = 


ed"Atifwcrs to te Books which have appear'd a- 
Aut you, to deterinin who will prove' the true 
iſtarbers of the Chriſtian Peace and Unity, 18 
hereafter a rigid and ſtrict Profeſſion of Faith ig 
ſuch particular Scholaſtic Explications as are not dith 
tiny contain d in Scripture, ſhou'd be inſiſted up- 
on. For, beſides that there are not in the New 
Teſtament any of thoſe Scholaſtic Notions, which 
afevulgarly üs d, how unintelligible and intricate 

do ſuch Explications appear 2 How derer | 


' : 


the attempt to determin the manner of the Exit 
afid Subſiſtence of the Three incomprehenfible Di 
vine Perſons, beyqnd what is revealed to us? Nay, 
how trifling and artfully inſignificant are fre 7 
the Scholaſtic Terms? And how evidently do they 
thwart the very firſt Principles of natural Reafon 
and of all Learning in general? Whereas ſhou'd 
we confitie our ſelves to the plain 3 
Font and the Goſpel-ſtyle of revealing it, without 
the heap and embatras of Words and empty Diſtine- 
tions, how eaſie and plain, and yet how awful and 
myſterious wou'd this moſt ſublime and inconceiva- 
ble Article ſtand in the Front of our Creed, (as I 
hall have occaſion preſently to explain,) and with 
"what a Majeſty and Greatneſs worthy the glorious 
Object of Chiiſhan' Worſnipꝰ? I add further, and 
how happy and effectual 3 Stop wou'd it put to all 
_ Wranglings and Diſputes,” 10 all uneaſy Scruples 
and Diſquiets of Conſciene concerning ſo ſublime 
and intricate an Article? For no one who glories in 


=— tlc Nue of a Chriſtian, can refuſe to embrace an 
"BY fe pronounce That which he ſees plainly con 
tain'd 8 And again, how ſmooth and 

F would ie lay the Behef and Conception of 
7 JS Fer, tf 7 | ; EEE. ; 72 Up - Ws 18 
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EE 
this nick fablime: to our narrow. and 
Capacities, and . Plaineſs and wt wk 


to der Underftanding, untold and extricate the 
Divine a and  Diſpenſation towards bus 
Creatures? 


1. For firſt, A eee the Reader to 
e Dactrins, &c. P. 1. th. 1. Sect. 1. 
whether any thing can be a more plain natural and 
obvious Senſe in any Author, or in the New Teſta- 
ment it ſelf, than this deliver d in diverſe Places of 
it, and on diverſe Occafions > Namely,” that Gd 
the Father is the only Ons (abſolu o namd) 
Cod, Mat. 19, 17. Mar. 12, 29, 32. Jo. 3, 4 

1 Cob. 8, 4, 6. and frequently elſewhere. In 


le manner, abſolutel Y ſpoaking, that he is the 
mwiſe God, Ro. 16. 27. the one „ 


things,” 1 Cor. 8. 6. The one Gad and Father of 
all, who is above all, Eph. 4; 6. the anly:Potentate, 
who only: hath Immortality (ſelf. exiſtent and unde- | 
riv'd,) 1 Tim. 6, 15, 16. the only "ſupreme" Gover- 
nau; Or, as we . tune it, the. only 
Lord Ged, Jude 4. 
— Secondly, That the Second Perſon of the Ado» 
e Trinity, or, as we may proper e 
God the Son, is allo God, — not 2 
unreftrain'd Senſe as the Father, but with ſome 
Limitation, 'as God rhe War, Jo. 1. 1. on Good 
maniſeſt in the 35 1 Tim 3. 1 or Gag of God. 
11 God, ic fur ever and cuir; for God, 
even thy God, bark! exalted thee, Heb. 1, 8, g. 
fee an ue were, F. 2. 6 th 2. : 1. That 
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) Tobe derte ate all fv of he Father 65 dne from 4 
* and therefore of che Father e. 
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. God tlie Father, is his Father ot only: W ith ak 


" 


23 rence to his / Humanity, but torihis Divinity, 
ing Man, % Gal (che, Father) Ioold che World th 
Son, Se, Jo. 3. 164 Nhl Again, that the Being Ex- 


bath giueñ all thing. into hit Hundt, Jo. I 4. 


4 * le, Himſelf; OS be « ven to the Syn to 
haue life in 2 Father Life is not a 


ſpoken of, That of his Humanity ) — 


vine Perſon deſcrib d, Den. 7. 13. ho i is there 
characteriſticall ve tybd. Son of Mes (and. for. the 
(ame Reaſon in _ Golpel)--becauſe he was to be- 


that, r the Son of God: And this 
y. to. exec 


wen Sen bine the Fathers 


becauſe às he was 


Lodd and Kingand 


4 | 5 MN 43. came down from Heaven, not 


* 


and that he gævꝰ and ſent Him aniecedent to his ber , 
be gave his only begotten Son, Cc. that he fentohix 3 5 


iſtence; and all the — hich God chic Son 
is po es dof, either in Heaven or Harth, he rrœꝶveu 
from the-Father without any Reſerve or Reſtrictiou 
All things are dtliuar d inmto me of any dit ber, Mate T. f 
27. All power is given. unto. mt) in Hennen and in 
Earth; Mat. 28, 18. The Fatherdongth the San, land 


35. 
The Father judgethi no. Man, him hadb commi dull 
gent ta the Son, il. 53. 22. Hr ag the Fatbur 


rr r 


human otie; therefare neitlier is. the Sons Life h ere 


bim Authority to execute Glee G o, becanſe hui 
the Son f Man, Jo. 5, 26. 27. that is, That Di- 


debche Aan by aſſuming our Nature; but before 


ment over Mankind, was 
dur Re- 


3 Was tos 80 
act l am toms in ny 2 Nenne or Au- 


tro do ming 22 Will, but the Will o 1 of him that ſent 
me, Jo. 5. 38, e Teſus knowing that the Father bad 
2 alt 2 5 into his Hands, ant that be, was © 


come | 
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eee, 
om God un went todo, o. 15125 
chat all theſe Texts in their uſual and uioſt proper 
Signiffcation (for ſo we muſt ſuppoſe Shriſt made 
oſs Words; \ otherwiſe. we can have bo Rule to 
Hi ds''our ſelves by- in the: untlerſtanding of the 
Wo Feftament;-and/of the Tolpel-Diſpenfation;) 
thzrthde:Ttxts with reference to Chriſt as 
din bees, and inot only as to his Hu- 
ny, import im their uſnal and moſt proper Sig- 
witſeorion;'a Dependance ona Subardination- and 
Anſtrrity tothe Fäther, is evident iſt, : becauſe 


dent of his Humanity. cn. By àcparity of 
*Reaſbn ;; af — 2 Infemority and Subordina- 
7011 vl the T to the Father and the Son 
(as is: proud be lo) 1s expreſtd ĩn the New. Teſta- 
ment who nevei took. vp him Human Nature at 
an nor aſſum Hiany other Nature; to which that 
Inferi 


woch the: Soncwir 3 ÿ. Jacky were to be taken 
omynin this Bexife, that / God or the Godhead in 
ufinndn conferrd that Power, c. only on his 1 
+$88&5z0r on tha ſecond Divifle Perſonres Aan, he 


ingito the vulgar. Opinion muſt be and. is 40 undet- 


ſent ng felf, Oe. lemme tn do mfne don Dighne. Will, 
&. me from Tyfelf, &oothan which cannot ap- 


prchend any thitig/anore-devagatory” from the Seri- 
ouſneſs and Maheſty of he 1; Goſpel Revelation, 


which we — the „ of Cod deſign'd 


re 5 ſhou'd' 


Yep hoe! a Reftorghice to him antecedent to or in- 


ofity\or, Subordination can be refexr'd% A 


therkfore if -ſuchsExpreflions:can. be. umlerſtood of 
the Holy Glaſt as Divine Peron onlyncin their 
uſbab md bu Import 3 they may 5 \under- 


[ftawd, I God, gave myſelf as Man, all. Power, &. 


No- 


miglit un eacfi of thoſe Texts have ſaid, and decord. 
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uW Hhow'd be the only Rule of our Faith. 4:4. Our 
| Bleſſed Saviour ſeems plainly to have declar'd it, 
Jo. 14. 28. If ye loud me, ye would rejoyce becauſe 
I ſaid, I go unto the Father : For my' Father is 
greater than I: For it ſeems to be ſomething, too 
mean to make our Divine Maſter intend only by 
theſe Words to fignify that God the Father is greater 
than his Manbood, which was impoſſible any of his 
Diſciples couꝭd queſtion: And beſides, here appears 
to be a ſort of Antitheſis betwixt the Father and the 
Son, or a placing a certain Difference betwixt them 
as to their Perſons, and a Defign to ſet forth that 
Order and Subordination the ſecond and third Di- 
vine — to the Father ; _ may 3 
lain'd erſes 12, 13, 16, 26, f. n 
22 the 14th of St John: 1 RS 
tber. And whatſoever je ſhall ask in my Name, that 
will I do,” or by my Mediation will obtain for you, 
rbat from hence the Father may be glorify d in the 
Son And I will pray the Father, and be will gitie 
von, upon my asking it, another Comforter, that he 
"May abide with you gr ever ;——Naomely, the C- 
Porter which is the Holy Ghoſt, whomthe Father will 
Fend in ny Name or at my Requeſt, to ptoſecute and 
perfect the Work J have begun, namely the: Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation; be ſball teach you all things, and bring 
ul things to your remembrance ich I have told am: 
I gay, comparing theſe Texts witli that abovemen- 
. Hon'd, , you lov'd me, &c. the meaning and intent 
of our Bleſſed Lord appears to be this; Wherefore 
ſince I go to my Father to intercede for you and 
render ae. Petitions effectual with him, and more 
eſpecially to obtain the Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt 
to you, that he may teach you all things neceſſary 
* fox 


B Edabliſhment-it/jiwdh ks 
grid - the confirming it in others'4 if you Haden 
true Love for me and a true regatd for my Honour 
you'd rejoice upon theſe Accotinits, zcauſe I ſaid, 11 | 
go unto the Father : Fur my Father'ic greater than-Þ; 
1 1 greater than I, — — much as came not of '1y 
a ent me, 42. not to ua mine hum 
but 25 Will o of vob * Father) chat ſent ne; 
2 6. 38. and as-F can do enki i my ſelf," Jos 
tame ave me C ment, even 
do, Jo. 14. 315 ſo likewite the Holy Ghoſt 
the Comforter cometh not, unleſs he is How. 2 
Father, Jo. 14. 16. whom the Father, will ſe 
name, v. 36. And be ſpall not ſpeakiof* ec, * 
whatſoever he ſhall bear, that ſball he pen, Jo. 16. 
13. So that when the Comforter ſhall have dacend 
ed upon you you muſtaaccount it ag tie proper Gife 
of the Father; of whom Igo to obtain it. 
zal, Nothing can be more plain in the Golpel; 
than et, that the third Divine Perſon, - the Hol 
Ghoſt, derives his Being from the Father: For he 
is frequently calbd bis Sprit, as Mat. 3, 16, he 
Spirit of Gad; and ch. 12. 18. A Spirit, &c. Jos: 
S. 26, wbo'proceedeth from the Father. See Script. 
Do. F. 1. ch 3. Se847:6; adly. That he is Sub- 
ordinate to tlie ather, and acts in all thin s ac 
carding to his Divine Will and Pleaſure. 8. 
3% for God giveth not the Spirit by meaſiulre to him) 
that is, God the Father imparting his Divine Spirit 
to his Son as: Meſſiah and Law- giver of the Goſpel · 
covenant, does not grant it as he did to the Pro- 
phets of old, with certain Lioutations; as that at 
ſuch Times on! and Seaſons, or ſuch particular 


f ature Events or hidden Secrets end reveal to 
D 5 them; 


rns 4 200 n 
— but difpenſes upon the Son 2 moſt liberal , 
tion of his Holy Spirit, whom he empowers tg 
act with an -unteſtrain'd Authority, to enable the 
Son to a glorious diſcharge of his Meſſiahſſip. Now 
this is plainly to a& according to God the Father's 
Will and 22 | Again, oo i 640 0 2 
not:ſpeakof. Himſelf, but whatſoever be ſball bear (to 
. — Wil be ae ſpall be-fpeak. See 
Seript. Doct. P. . c. 3. Sect. 6. EY; Rn That he 
is in ſome meaſure Subordinate to the Son, Jo. 15. 
26, the Comforter whom I will fend unto you from the i 
Either.” Jo. 16. 7, I will ſend bim unto yon, and 
Verſes 14. 15, be ſball glorify me, for he ſhall receive 
of mine, and ſpall ſhew it unto_you, Gc. EN = 
Now, as I ſaid above, how plain and eaſy is that 
Notion and Knowledge of the Three Divine Per- 
ſons, which theſe and many other like Texts, di- 
gefted by you into their Order in the Places above- 


cited; afford us? How ſufficient and _— the 
ifferent 


Account we have from thence, of their different 
Operations, and the different Order and Relation 
or Subordination they have to one another? And 
conſequently how vain and preſumptuous the At- 


tempt of our Schook-diſputants , to circumſcribe 


* Trinity, and then impoſe them on the Conſciences 


within the narrow Bounds of a few meer Terms 
and evaſive Diſtinctions, the incomprehenſible man- 
ner of Exiſtence of the Three Divine Perſons?s To 
pretend to declare the ineffable Generation of the 
Son, and the particular Niceties of their diſtinct and 
identic Exiſtence, beyond what is reveal'd to us? 
Io wrelt the plain Words of Scripture to their own 
Notions and traditional Syſtem of the moſt ſacred 


off 


of Mein, and &xadt as adheſive a Belief of them, 
if, they. were plainly declar'd in the Gofpel > © 
As to my ſelf, J confeſs, ever ſince I have been 
apable of examining into the Terms of my ever- 
aſting Salvation, and ſearching into thoſe Truths 
Jam oblig'd to hold and believe in order to it, I 
ave lool d upon theſe to be two fundamental un- 
doubted Truths in order to theſe Enquiries. Firſt, 
hat nothing from God is or will be requir'd or 
Men to believe as an Article of Faith, but what is 
Plainly and undouhtedly and beyond all diſpute 9 
nderſtand a well-founded, one) contain'd in ſome 
ndoubted Divine Revelation. Secondly, That no 
uman Authority or Congregation or Commu- 


o be able unerringly to explain the Holy Scrip- 
ures, or determin Religious Controverſies. And 
onlequently , whatever Propoſition or Point of 
eligion is capable of Controverſy, or of being 
Subject of rational and well-grounded contrary 
Opinions, that by no means is to be accounted : 
receſſary Article of our Creed, (except it may be 
o any one in particular, who may think it plainly 
antain'd in the. Scripture, or ſqme other Divine 
evelation ; whether the Grounds of his Option 
de ſolid or no, it inakes no matter as to him) and 
Fherefore by no means to be abſolutely detertnin'd 
o be receiv'd as a neceſſary Object of Faith in gene- 
al, nor ſettled and requir'd as a neceſſary Term of 
;hurch-Communion. I cannot fee how any Pro- 
eſtant of reaſonable Searcher into the Grounds of 
e Chriſtian Religion, can really differ from the 
oundation lay'd-above, and what is built upon it: 
a D 2 And 


ion of Men is endow'd with an infallible Pow- 
er, or fo divinely inſpir'd, aſſiſted or guided, as 


Y 
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And Tm ſure, did every particular Church & the 
whole Body of Chriſtians, every where proceed ang 
gulate their No&rines according to this Rule, we 
ſhows ſoon enjoy the bleſſed - Conſequences of it. 
For not only Articles of neceſſary Belief wou'd 
ſtand within very narrow Bounds, but Peace alſo 
and an univerſal Concord and Unanimity, wou'd 
therefore be propagated throughout the whole of 
Chriſtianity, and a ſettled charitable Friendſhip and 
Chriſtian Correſpondence wou'd extend it ſelf to the 
remoteſt Bounds of the Chriſtian Name, as be- 
comes Members of the ſame "Body and unger the 
{ame Divine Head, as the excellent and learned 
Mr Chillingworth has moſt clearly and largely 
- ſhown. | For it is worth our while and very perti- 
nent here to obſerve, that no Philoſophical Conclu- 
fion, nor Theological Deduction however well 
grqunded or Logically inferr'd, was ever look'd up- 
on to be, or e{pous'd as of that Conſequence, as to 
divide any Society of Men into Parties, ging 
Fewds, and implacable Animoſities, unleſs State- 
- intereſt has had a conſiderable Share in em; but as 
ſoon as any Controverſy about matters of Faith was 
ſtarted in the Church and maintain'd (as generally 
it has happen'd) with more Obſtinacy and Re- 
ſolution than Chriſtianity, immediately a Flame 
has burſt out in the Temple of God, and utter- 
ly defacd that Beauty and Comelineſs, - which 
conſiſt in the harmonious Concord and Agreement 
of Charity betwixt its Members. And as we may 
tq This chiefly aſcribe the many unchriſtian Divi 
ſions, excluſive of all others from their Communi 
on, which hay ſprung up in Chriſt's Myſtical Body 
and the ſucceſſive Interruption to all- mutual inter 
11 * courſe; 
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wirt National and other particular cc nd 
ongregations ; ſo neither is there any thing fur- 
prizing or not tobe expected in this. For 8 
ve can all of us bear others to differ in pinions 
rom us in other Matters, (which i is conſiſtent even 
with the ſincereſt Friendſhip ;) yet when Salvation 
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d make an explicit A of Faith, upon no better a 
e Conviction perhaps, than the penal one of the 
Church or State; a ſincere aud honeſt Chriſtian 
who acknowledges no other Rule of Faith but plain 
Scripture, (and *tis not reaſonable, I think, that 
doubtful Scripture ſhau'd be ſuch a Rule; 5 and who 
aſter a diligent, earneſt and unbyaſs'd Examination, 

cannot convince Himſelf ſuch a point is really con- 
taih'd or declar'd in the Scripture, or, at leaſt, not 


with that undoubted plainneſs, as ſuch Trüths 
ought to be; I fay, ſuch a ſincere Chriſtian is 


an Article; and if with a true Chriſtian Sincerity 
and evennels of Temper he makes known the reaſons 


reer 0 


Uuleſs we ſuppoſe the Church to be a Society. of 
Men agreeing preciſely in ſuch a Collection of Ar- 
ticles reꝶiv d from their Predeceffors, and refolv'd. 
to continue in the reception of them, without any 


them, any ſcriptural Allegations to the contrary 
notwithſtanding, | In this Caſe indeed, Chriſtians 
for this Sort of Breach of Communion have ſome- 
/ times felt the Smart of the Church's Cenſurès, and 
- "have 
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is lay'd in the Ballance, and we are call'd upon to 


of this his non-complyance, I cannot apprehend in 
what ſuch a-Procedure ought to appear criminal, or 
render him obnoxious to the Cenſures of the Church: 


further Search into the Foundation and Truth of 


oblig'd in Conlciencẽ to refuſe the Profeſſion of ſuch 


Offices and en Charity . 7 


= 


© Have born the Edge of the Terhporal as well as Ec- 
dlefaſtical Sword. But then I wou'd have it con- 
ſider d, whether this, as above deſcrib'd, bes Cha- 
racteriſtic of a Tyue geman Church of Chriſt 2 f . 7 
And now, Sir, to make ſome application to the 
preſent Controverſy, which you have with a Chrif- 
tian and certainly diſintereſted Courage occaſion d: 
After a ſerious and I hope altogether unprejudic'd 
Examination of your Scripture Doctrine, &c. this 
I apprehend and take to be your chief Delign : Not 
to make any the leaſt alteration in the Article it 
ſelf of the Adorable'and Incomprehenſible Trinity, 
or in the Belief of God the Father, of his only begot- 
ten Son, and the Divine Holy Spirit or Holy Ghoſt, 
which we are baptiz'd into according to Chriſt's, in- 
ſtitution and Commandment, and as we profeſs our 
Faith in them in the Creed commonly call'd the 
Apoſtles Creed. For as they are there expreſs'd, 
they are undoubtedly plain in Scripture beyond all 
diſpute or contradiction. And it is impoſſible any 
one who reads the New Teſtament or hears it read, 
can refuſe to acknowledge the Father to be God, 
more often and more pag Bp more eſpecially 
fo call'd : The Son likewiſe to be God the Word and 
our Redeemer : The Holy Ghoſt to be the Holy 
Spirit, the Divine Gift of God, the Inſpirer of the 
Prophets, and * of our Souls. And your 
Seripture-Dofrine,, &c. is ſo far from giying any 
occaſion to Sceptics to extenuate or carp at the Au- 
thority of theſe ſo certain and ſcripturally evident 
Truths, that I cannot tell whether ever any Author 
has hitherto fo painfully, ſo Judiciouly, ſo ſtrong- 
. and ſo plainly eſtabliſh'd this plorious 2nd 1m- - 
ant Article of our Belief; as is evident from 
* your 
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your: moſt elaborate Work of the ſaid Bock; where 
all the Scripture Texts of the New Teſtament rela- 
ing to it, are ſo admirably well digeſted, and rang'd . 
nder ſuch proper Heads, as render the belief of it, 
moſt plain, eaſy, and moſt evident; that, as to my | 
ze 1 confeſs, I can ſometimes hardly forbear thin. 
me; it might not be improper to conlider, whether 
an Attempt to cenfure your Bock of the Seriprure- 
Do##ine, Gcc. may not in ſome ſort ſeem to ſhow 
tod little regard to the New Teſtament it ſelf For, 
as J faid above; your Deſign in that Book, does not 
appear to be, to propoſe,or eſtabliſh' any nero Opini> 
on, or Doctrine, or Explication of your own con- 
eerning the Trinity, or that any Alteration ſhou'd 
be introduced in che Belief of the Article it ſelf, but 
only to Offer your Reaſons (which are nothing but 
plain Scripture Texts) why it deferves the feriouy 
confideration of rhoſe whoſe Office or Duty it is 
to have a right Underſtanding of all neceſſary Points 
of Faith; whether the Explications and Enlargements 
upon this Article, here {et down, and many other 
ſuch like, be fo plain in Scripture as to be compriz d 
in, ard make part of the Object of heceſſary Faith 
in this Article? viz. One God in Trinity, and Trini- 
ty in Dnity : The Godbead of the Father, of the Son, 
and ef the' Hoy Gboſt, is all one : The glory- equal, 
the Majeſty: coeternal > The Father eternal, the dun 
eterhal, and the Holy Ghoſt eternal, 'and yet there are 
not three Eternal, but one Eternal. In this Trinity | 
none is greater or leſs than another; the whole Three [ 
Peſſons are coeternat and cozqtial. So that in al! 
things the Unity in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity is 
to be worſhipped. And again, whether ſuch a Clauſe. 
as this to theſe Propolitions, be too poſitive for a fa- 
HS 0 | = —_— 
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faite JO (62860) * 
lible - Authority to pronounce upon ſo ſublime aſſþ 
Point of Doctrine, be therefore that will be - ſaved 
must thus think f | the Trinity. - Eſpecially ſince 
there are very good Grounds to aſſert, that thoſe 
and many: other ſuch like Propoſitions, are rathe 
the Effects of Human Reaſonings and School-terms, 
than plain Contents in Divine Revelation? Upor 
the whole, as I think from the two Poſtulatums or 
fundamental Truths I ſuppos'd above, it may with- 
out great Difficulty/ be made appear, that nothing 
ought to be requir' d by any Church or Society 6 
Men to be believ d by theiß Subjects or Members as 
an Article of Faith, -which cannot be prov'd to be 
plainly (and indiſputably) taken out of the Scrip- 
ture; and that conſequently no doctrinal Subject, 
which upon ſolid Grounds, is capable of oppoſition 
or contradiction, can be defin'd by any Deputation 
of Men conven'd togethex to be an Object of Faith; 
So humbly believe it will not be any Preſumption 
to advance, that the numerous and moſt nervous 
Arguments contain'd in your Seripture- Doctrine, 
G, if duly weigh'd, have at leaſt this Force and 
Effect, namely, to evince that the vulgar Expli- 
cations as above, and underſtanding of the Article 
of the moſt Holy Trinity, are not ſo plainly con- 
fain'd in the New Teſtament, as to render them 
part of the Object of our Faith, and a neceſſary 
Ferm of 1 which, as I laid a- 
bove, Lbelive is the chief Scope you deſign'd in 
publiſhing, the ſaid Bol. * what en 2 
And I meartily wiſh upon this Occaſion, that 
every particylar Church of Chriſtendom, * wou'd, ſo: 
ſeek after "the things. that make for Peace betwixt 
Chriſt's Members, and reciprocal Communion with 
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each 1 that their Terms of ee 
ef no greater extent then the Apoſtles Creed, plain 
3 it is, and as plainly contain'd and declar'd in the 
Goſpel (which was thought ſufficient in the Primi- 

. Ages; ) and that whatever Iieſes, Doctrines, or 
a plications are built upon or ſuperadded to this 
Foundation, whilſt propos d and i ſupported 1 | 
Temper and Chriſtian Modeſty, might be tolerated. 
only as Opinions and Tenets of particular Doctors 
or School-Divines, and ſileno d or condemn'd. 
when they proceed to further Extremes, or break 
out into Heats and :@Mtentious Diſputes. -And. 
then} and not.till then; may the Church of Chriſt 
hope to ſee good Days, and Chriſtian Charity as ex. » 
| tenfive as che Name of Chriſt, and enjoy the unf 
able Bleſſings of aglorious Body ſo happily unite un- 
| 


der a Divine and moſt Gloxious Head. and | take this 
to he molt conformable toxthe Apoſtolical Methods 
of propagating the Goſpel, and preſerving it's Mem- 
ders im a cloſe- and due Unionyone. with another; 
and moſt agreeable to that Primitive Pattern of al. 
Synods or General Councils deliver d to us in the 
'XE5th of the Ad, where tis obſervable, that a great 
Pie on und Diſpuration having ariſen about the 
Mbligation of obſerving the Law of Circumciſion and 
the whole Moſaic Ordination, tenaciouſly aſſerted by 
certain of the Seſt of the Pheriſees, and ſtrenuouſly 

by Paul and Barnabas: And hen the 
Vſtler and Elders had met to gerber to Conſider © of 
this Matter, and a great Diſpttation. had enſud, 
and Peter an ame had ſugceſſively deliver d their 
Opinions; came at laſt to 5 a 050 ; 
Reſolution : 'F ſeemd good 2 the H. 4 0 
appear 'd from c. 10. v. Fl, 12, Seh 00 ro 
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of the 'over-haſty Patrons of the Moſaic Conftirmi-, 


happily begun; that it o/ defin'd what was abſo- 
lutel neceſſary, without proceeding to lay any 


cal Doctrine of Chriſtianity being Charity, and an 


into one. Body,” "eemented together by one and the 
ſame Spirit, having ont and the ſame Tord, bur 


” e God e Kae of all, Eph. J. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
* this divinely* inſpir d Aſſembly, white intent to 


* 


. 1 28 Y " / . a” FR 
Having met together to examine chis matter, to lay 
10 ore Burden upon you than thiſe neceffaty wud 
that ye abſtain,” &c. from which” if «ye keep your 
ſelves, ye ſhall dh well. Now had this Sacred and 
truly Chriftian 'Cotneil been of the Temper and 
forward Zeal of many of the ſueceeding ones, it 
ou'd have concluded it's Decrees with forme grea- 
55 ſhow of poſitive Authority, as the Denunci- 
tion of Excommunications, Anathema's,” &. (me- 
ods the Synagogue then made uſe of) and have 
xprefly declare, that wliggyer did not conform to 
he their Determination, N incapable of everlaſt- 
ing Salvation. But it is very well to be taken no- 
tice of, how gentle and pacific this Apoſtolical De- 
ciſiog was, how tender of exaſperating the M 


ons, and cautions not to widen the Difference un- 


Mark of Diſtinction upon the, Pharifaic: Converts 
that troubled 3nd burden'd the Fajthful” Proſelytes 


Fs 
--» 


with unneceſſary Obligations: Tho? both the Re 
velation made to St Peter c. 10. 11, 12, and the 
Allegations from the Prophets quoted by 'StFames, 
would ſeem ſufficiently to have juſtify'd any ſu 

Cenſure. But the great practical and characteriſti- 


Stet too r ms © 6 


** 


exdeauouritig to keep the Unity of the Spirin in de 
Bond of Prat; we being for that end a I compadted 


Fitz, aud Mit Brpriſn, ant "Hope ef our Calling 


= jj, + om. 


preſerve 


| 9 34 * „1 29 2 2 Der . 
| preſerve the n 5 of the Chriſtian n 
Jas equallù) concern d to promote this neceſſary 
Bond of Chaiſtian Love, Peacę and Unity; and 
therefore choſe rather to draw their, thren into a 
peaceful Agreement with their publick Dæcrees by 
mild and forcible Attractives Love and! —4 4 
bearance, than run the Risk of har their learns 
in the Exror they ere unhappily engage d in, 4+. 
the force of Threats, and of gere hat{h; and 
fore generally n Hon iet, 
d an Infſuence ſuch a geuerous and gentle Conduct 
ode have, in order to a ſettling and 'perpetuating 
4 durable Iranquillity and Peace of the Church ot 
Chriſt, I. will leave. teſthe impartial Conſideration 
Naa e ont met Fey Religion. This aa 
raths of out gion 7 
S vill conclude with, that if, as has too much been 
the Practiſe of Chriſtians: -hitherto;! Articles of: ne. 
ceſſamynhzelief are to he extendetl according to the 
differs claſhing of eminent Dodors or —— 
cheir Opinions, there ean he naſgeurity hut the 
Summary of our Creed may in time ſwelb to: as 
en a Bulk as our Books gf Statuto - Lama ; 
agdetdepgth equalige things « of * A er 
any; Sith choſe of Divine. uche 
Arth, I obſervid abo, that confining our ſelves 
theeplain Scripture-expreſions in the Belief and 
Golpel-Style of xevealing the Sacred Trinity 
that 1s, acknowledgiug the Father as the only Wie 
the oul e the nd (eminently ſo Yall} 


God: Son likewiſe to he God, but with ſome 
IF imunacioh and Inferiority to the Father: The Ho- 
ly Ghoſt to be the Divine Spirit of che Father, 


acting with Subordination to the Father, and like 
— 2 1 wiſe 


. 


en, 
vine Oeconomy and Diſpenſatiom of God towards his 
Creatures more plain and eafy, though not emirely 

firhomable, to dür weak Capacities. 

I. And firſt; This Aceeptation of the ſicred Tris 
4 nity: Has this Property and Advantage, that it ad- 
kefes more cloſely to Divine Revelation, and leans 
the leſs upon Human Reaſomings and Conce tions. 
Fb i is evident from this humble Re of 
this reine Truth; it fully. acquieſces in that 
Method ol revealing it, which God bas thought fit 
to make uſe of w ithout preſu ming to penetrate any 
farther intothis-unſearchable Secret by the blind and 
unguided Conduct of finite and fallible Reafon? 
Wfereas the vuigat Notion of this ſublime Myſte⸗ 
vy proceeds to a more curious and particular Reſeatchy 
inte ne Metaphyſical Nature and manner of R 
iſtenee of the hree Divine Perſons : And, to ſup- 
portät fetf in this Ehquiry, lays the Undeffnding 
i icbntinnal rack, elogs ir with nuf hers of 
ſorc d and contorted Inrerpretatious of-plilty Scrip- 
turewords, merely to ſerve a Turn anda Suppoſition 
of its own makibgf and builds-it ſelf entirely upon g 
Spſtemm of Terms and. unintelligible Diſtin 


@hich ſeem rather calculated to amuſe (1 might Ta 7 
266nfute) thlan couvince thealnrellec.” Now: if * 


Vertue of Chriſtian Faſth-confiſts in volurgary a 

oblequlous ſubmiſſian of the Underſtanding to a 
Truth made known to us by Divine Revelation, 
and That only as it is ſo made known to; us; let 
it be. conſider d wo inthis Caſe has aFuſter Title 


tothe ſincerity and e of this e Ver- 
' ue? But 


© 2dlpand chiefly. This eue of an Inferie- 
rity and Subordination of che Son and Holy Ghoſt to 


tlie 


ulle in Home theafare to the Son 3h l b 


Ae, 99 ee 4 A 
"JF the Father, leads us to a more eaſy and clear Con- 
ception of the Divine Operationes ad extra, or God's 
external Operations with relation to his Creatures: 
Which in the vulgar Notion are perplex'dawith in- 
numerable and-moſt intricate Difficulties. For as 
nothing is more plain in the New Teſtament than 
that God (the Father) created all things . 
Chriſt, Eph. 3. 9 and that the immediate and as it 
Je inſtrumental Creation! and Building of this 
mighty Work of the Univerſe is generally aſcribd 
particularly to the Son, Jo. I. 10. 1 Cor. 8. 6. 
Col. 1, 16, 17. Heb. 1. , 8, 10: So Lconfeſs I 
have very often ſtumbled at this, Objection, ho 
this Propoſition can be true in the plain natural 
Nie with which it is deliver'd, Gad the Father 
created all things by Jeſus Chriſt; and yet all the 
external Operations of the Deity- be in common to 
the hree Divine Perſons, and alike predicable of 
them For if this is allow'd of as a true, Propoſition, 
all the exrernal Operatiuns of any Divine Perſon are 
proper. to, and ggually predicable F both the other, 
then this will be a.Logical Inference from the Text 
out of the Epheſians, therefore: God the Father by 
the ſame. individual Attion. immediately bimſelf craa- 
ted l things,” by which be created them ly. Jeſun 
Obriſt - And conſequently God the Father by the 
ſame individual Action created them himſelf, and 
create them by Bis Sou. 
No that this is reconcilable either to Propriety 
of Speech, or indeed to Propriety of Conception, 1 
am not able to comprehend. For if the Holy Ghoſt, 
or the Apoſtles guided by his Divine Inſpiration, 
had deſign'd only to declare that Jeſus Chriſt created 
all things as properly and by the ſame Action as 
God the Father did, it would have been as eaſy and 


muck 


- 
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2 more 2 — to — Apreſzd it t 
che. Father, with Fe Chriſt, or who is ond andthe 

ane | Being: with e ſus Chrift, created all things. 
Now this other, Cad the Father created all things 
by eſus Chriſt, is of a quite different Nature, pr al- 
together angther import, and, compar'd with thoſe 
other Texts $28. 2c ch. 2. P. Fo: of you r Serifture-, 


oy jab Jeſus Chriſt — nat as Tali, Chriſt; 
72 for his Humanity, 7 r 25 to his Soul, à8 e 
1 any Grounds from Scripture, to ſuppoſe, mch 
less as to his Body, was pre- exiſtent be fore the 

World z and beſides This cannot he conſiſtent witk 
' _ tis Birth i in after · ages; but Jeſus Chriſt) as he way: 


dination _— Obedience to 4 created all* 
ching: ee s 1 
— 4 difficulty Aenne vith equaliforee in 
the Caſe of the Angel that appear d to Moſes in the 
Buſh, Ex. 3. 2; and ſaid unto hi v. 6, ache 
if God ofi'thy Father &c. and who, cb. the acib, der 
| livered the Decalogue and afterwards the acc) 
„ Moſaic Conſtitution to him. For as it is the un- 
22 unanimous Opinion o of the Ancient F athers, 
That the Perſon who in theſe Circumſtances; was 
L converſant with Moſes, was the hee. or God. the 
Word (fo Wks by way gf Diſtinction, as being 
principally employ'd by the Father to reveal/ his 
more expreſs Wilt and Covenants to Mankind ;) fo 
- theſe . alſo external Operations of the Deity, 
are (acgording to che vulgar Acceptation) common 
to both the other Divine Perſons, and equally pre- 


| 


7 
* 
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oftrine, can rationally be underſtood only in this 


the ſecond Divine Perſon, having receiv d fromthe: 
Father an Almighty: Powrer, and acting in Saber 


1 them: en therefore uy (according to 
A that 
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chat vulgar Scheme) be as properly underfltod; thit 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt appear'd to Moſes, 
&, as they are of the Son Or. the Ade Nays > 219 
Now here again it is a difficult Matter to bring 
theſe Scripture- expreſſions and Divige 
with Man, within the aſual fignificancy of Words 
aud Dealings. For according to the vulgar Inter- 


pretation of them, the Angel or Meſſenger of God is 


here at the ſame time, the God bimſelſ: The Words 
he. delivers from or i- 
and properly delivered: from himſelf and in bis own 


Name: And the Covenifit he comes to ſtipulate from 


God with Man, heffranfas alſo equally for bimſelf: 
Fay, theſe and many other ſuch like Expreſſions 


which we often meet with tithe Seriptures, as that 
Bod gave bis Son, ſent bis Sin; that is, the Son ſent 


The don, Faye the Son, &c. A d, Gad gude his Holy 
Spirit, | ſpoke by hir Holy Spirit, that is, the Holy 
Spirit gave tbe Holy Spirit, ſpoke by the Holy Spirit 
c. theſe, $fay, and ſuch other Expreſſions, have 
ever appear d to me to be in the pulgar Notion folid 
and inſolvible Diffjeulties. For it is not poſſible to 
acquieſce in ſuch meer magiſterial and evaſive Solu- 


tions, as declare that not ach Reaſon loſes it ſelf 


in the Contemplation and Study: of this moſt ſublime 


Myſtery, but Words alſo their ſignification in diſ- TY 


courling of it. For ft, this is a bare Aſſertion 
without any Ground or Proof. 2d!y, I cannot ſee: 
bow this ig conſiſtent with the Divine Wiſdom and 
Conduct of the Holy Ghoſt, gg nſpire the Sacred 
Wiiters with Words and Conefgptions for our Infor- 


mation, which are either altogether inſignificant, or 
perfectly unintelligtble for want of a proper Key to 


ra new 


— 


hy them open to our Underſtanding : 
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Tranſactions 


or in tbe Name of God, are ſtrictly 


Revelation, 
ix 


ab& F 
ab: 
1 
: * 


Revelätioh, in this Caſe, is neceſſity to expound ve 
the Words and Meaning of the former, But 34h. 
tis agreed on all ſides, the Word Farber ſigniffẽs in 
its proper Senſe the diſtin& Perſon of the Father as 
' © ſuch: The Word Son, the ſecond Divine Perſon in 
| the relative Order of the Trinity, as à Son, begot- 
ten of the Father, (tho* after an incomprehenſible 
and unrevealed manner,) an4”Uiſtin& from him: 
The Holy Spirit, the third Divine Perſon, Hiſtinct 
from both the other. And in what part of the New 
Teſtament are we inſtructed to alter or qualify the 'ÞE 
Signification of theſe as plain Words and Expreſſions, 
God gave his Son, God ſent hiß Son, the Son came 
not to do his own Will, but the Will of bis Father 
that ſent him; where I fay, is it inſinuated, thai 
theſe and the like Expreſſions arg not to import a 
proper a diſtinction of Beings from̃ one another, and 
an Inferiority, Inequality, and Subordination of 
one to another, as thoſe others are allow 'd to fignt- 
fy a Diſtinction of Perſons? In effect, where is 
there any Paſſage or Text in the New Teſtament, 
upon which this difference of Perſon and Being, or- 
Distinction of Perſons and not öf Beings, may be 
founded? 128 kJ 8 
[ cannot help on this Occaſion being of Opinion, 
that this afferting a non- ſignificancy, or new or un- 
certain Import of plain Scripture Words; ſeems to {ap 
the Foundation of our moſt Hol Religion, and 
puts a better Handle than can be charged upon you; 
into Scepticks. Hatids to invalidate and Undermine, 
its Authority. For in this Caſe, we are left with! 
out any certain mezds of anderſiandifts the Words 
of Scripture : And as we in on? Point fefuſe to ac- © 
cepr che proper Signification of plains Morur, Men 
8 | my | 
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„ In another, and perhaps in all the fundamental ones 
n £00 of our Belief : and, for ought I fee, upon an e- 
$s $qu2l Foundation. And thus, as in effect it hag 
4 Fbappen'd with ſome, the Majeſty and Sanctity of 

he Chriſtian Religion may be reduc'd to become 
he Object not of a ul 


: 
and Enthufiafm. Theſe are Rocks, the vulgar No- 


; tions and Explications of the Trinity ſeem to me to 
Iſplit upon; and theſe the unhappy Extreams, their 


Nroundleſs Aſſertions and Solutions lead to. 


| other Side of this moſt ſublime Object, which the 


, Scripture, by thoſe Rules you have {o admirably. 
collected, ſeems to point out to us; and the Way to 


Wit lies ſmooth and eaſy, our Guide being that of 
plain Revelation. For here we make but this one 
Demand and Suppoſition, that plain Scripture Words 


port and Signification, which they wou'd in the 
like Circumſtances in any other Anthor or Diſ- 
| courſe : (And if this is deny'd, here will be ſuch a 
Gap lay'd open for Scepticiſm and every uncertain 


to any Agreement about the Senſe of the Scriptures 2 
Granting, I ſay, but this undeniable Suppoſition; 


the whole Oeconomy and Diſpenſation of God with 


reference to the Creation in general, 1s very clear 
and intelligible ; tho' as to the how or particular 
manner, altogether myſterious and inconceivable. 
For admitting, for example, theſe revealed Words 
and Propoſitions, God created all things by Feſus 
Chriſt; the Angel or Meſſenger of God appeared to 


Moſes and delivered to him the Decalogue, Ofc 
8 F God 


Faith, but of Caprice 


But now let us turn our Conſideration to the 


and Expreſſions may be allowed to retain that Im- 


Imagination, that it will be impoſlible ever to come 


r 33 5 e 
ink it convenient and as lawful to reject ĩt 


Gul Tent bit Son into the World, God gave bis Shi 
l tb Son came 'aown” from heaven nor 50 do. bis own 
mal, but the Will of bis Father that ſent him, &c. 

| 1 ſay, admitting theſe and ſuch like reveaPd''Words 

dad Propoſitions to be ſignificant, according to the 

= conſtant Manner of uſing them in the Scripture it 

ſeie es well as in other Authors or: Difcourſes ; . 

(( ctall prove by and hy, that theſe Expreſſions be- 

| long to the Perſon of Chriſt, without any Reference 
to His Humanity ;)) and we have at once an eaſy; 

Mlerhod of conceiving theſe plain Truths with re- 

ſpecz to tlie ſecond Divine Perſon, without the Cloud 

and cCbafufon of üuintelligible Forms and Diſtincti- 
| on. For as in all Languages and Authors, the he- 
| coming to do not hit own Will, but the Will of ano- 
ther &. are univerſally without exception allow'd 
= to import an undoubted Inferiority, and Subor- 
dination in the Perſon thus ſent and given, to that 

other that gave or ſent him; ſo in the preſent Queſ- 

: tion, let us underſtand them in the ſame univerſal 
= — venke, and we may readily conceive and explain the 
Dir ine Occonomy in the Creation of the World, and 
1 the Revelation of his Will to Mankind. For accor- 
0 4 ding to this plain Scripture-{yſtem, The Father is a 
I Supreme, ſelf-exiſtent, independent Being; the Son, 
lsa derivative and dependent one, begotten of the 
EE Father by a Divine incomprehenſible Generati- 

3 | on; from whom he receiv'd his Almighty Power 


ing 4 Heſenger from another, being given, ſent and 
and all Communicable Divine Perfections: And, as 
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ſuch, acts with the moſt perfect Subordination to the 


Will of his Father; for whoſe Glory, and in com- ( 
L , pliance to his Will, by Vertue of the ſame commu- 
i 3, nicated Almighty Power from the Father, he crea- 5 
=. | 11 — ted 
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k " immenſe. Bulk. of the Univetſe;"-4hd 
te Father's Authority, as he created, ſo he-prefidas wm 
over and preſerves al Creatures, in their Exiſtance 
and Order according to the eternal Decrees of the 
rather. In Obedience alſo to the ſame Predeter- 
minate Councils of God the Father, God the Word | . 


I condeſcended in after Ages to appear to and talk Face 
to Face (that is, familiarly) with Moſes, and de: 
Ilver to him the Legal Covenant: By which the 
Jewiſn People ee Gods peculiar = adopted 
Nation, and they on their Part uydertook to-ferve 
him, not only with peculiar Rites and 3 
but with a peculiar Sanctity and Sincerity. 
to fulfil the ſame predeterminate Counſels of GT 
which were ultimately deſign'd to terminate in the | | 
Redemption of fall'n Man; the fame Divine Perſon, as 


8 God the Word, vouchſafT fo overſhadow, the 
pier da, Brightneſs gf. his Divinity, taking upon 
5155 man Nature, "and became obedient to ; The 
Will of his Cal F ather, even to drink the moſt 
bittex.Cup! of a _—_ and ſuffer a moſt ignom1- 
mous and painful Death upon the Croſs, — ſo in 
his Human Nature to offer himſelf an e Pau 
Sacrifice for our Sins: and then finally r 
from the Dead, by vertue of the ſame Almi ghry 
Power, that, after having paid the Ranſom due for | 
the Debt of our Sins, he might inveſt us with a 
Title to thoſe invaluable Bleſſings which attend his 
glorious Reſurrection. Now here is a Chain of Di- 
vine Truths, ſubject to no Inconſiſtencies or Perplex- 
ities; plain, as far as the Nature ot Faith requires; 
and myſterious only according to the incomprehen- 
ſibility of ſuch tranſcendent Divine Truths. And, 
as we may juſtly ſay . St Paul, Ro. 11. 33, 2 
34» : 


J War gD © 

94% 0 the depth ef the Richer both of thr Wiſdon 

and "Knmeledge of God; how unſearchablc are his 

ents, and his Ways paſt finding out! Who 

bath known the mind of the Lord, or who bath been 

bis Councellor ? So we are content with that Ac- 

count of his Divine Dealings with us his Creatures, 

which he is pleas'd to make known to us, without 

preſuming peremptorily to dive any further into his 
inſcrutable Secrets and Myſteries 

What has here been offer'd for a Method in un- 

derſtanding that part of the Divine Oeconomy, 

| which concerns the ſecond Perſon of the adorable 

| purge” + or God the Word, may in proporti- 

| Vie on alſo be apply'd to the third Divine Perſon or 

Holy Ghoſt, repreſented to us in Scripture as 

the Inſpirer of the Prophets, and the Sanctifier 

of our Souls, or Author of all the inward and 

[Region Graces for the Confirmation of reveaPd 


Religion, and of the perſuaſive and attractive 
Inducements to us to embrace it and live up to the 
practiſe of it. We have not indeed altogether. ſo 
plain and particular a Deſcription of the manner how 
the Holy Ghoſt receives his communicable Divine 
perfections from the Father, as we have of the Son; 

it being only reveal'd in general, that he proceed 
From the Father, that he is the Spirit of the Father 
that he is his Gift, that the Father ſpeaks by him tc 
us his Creatures, ec. which are plain Indications o 
an Inferiority and Subordination to the Father, and 
that he allo derives his Being from him; and conſe 
= quently in the different Offices he has always dif 
3 | charg'd with regard to Mankind, or ſtill does exe 
uw ; cute in order to the Guidance and Government of 


the Church of Chriſt, he has always acted and co 
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ly and only ta his Divine Perſon. I need not pro- 
ceed to enlarge upon the Difficulty there is in the 
vulgar Notion of the Trinity, to reconcile theſe; 
reveaPd Truths to the uſual Forms of Words an 


Dealings. This ſufficiently appears, from what has 


from the Father and the Son, &c. theſe relate pure- 


+. » 


| 3 ä , " 
gh to do ſo, in a perfect Conformity to the Divine 
Will of the Father. And as to his ſpecial Care over] 

the Chriſtian Church, he may be faid likewiſe to 
act with Subordination to the Son; in as much as 
this his Care, and his Deſcent upon the Apoſtles 
and firſt Chriſtians, and his dwelling amongſt us by , 
his particular holy Influences, is the immediate "= 
Effect of the Merits of Chriſt; who tells us, 7o. 15. 
26. that he ſent him to us; and that, what he | 


% 


ſhows or reveals or operates amongſt us, he receives 


from him, ch. 16. ver. 14, 15: which, according 

to the Rule ſuppos'd above, muſt import ſome ſort 

of Inferiority and Subordination in the Holy Spirit, 
even to the Son. And this Inferioritiy and Subor- 
dination of the Holy Ghoſt to the Father and che 
Son, ſeems moſt plain and undeniably evident, fro 

theſe and many other like Expeelſitin Concerning 

him. For the Holy Ghoſt is a pure Divine Perſon 

or Being, without any Compoſition, or any Union 

of Human Nature afſum'd into the ſame Perſon. Þ 
Therefore whatever room there may ſeem to be for 
evaſive Diſtinctions with reſpe& to the Son be- 

ing alſo Man; what is ſpoken of the Holy Ghoſt 
in the Scriptures, is moſt certainly to be un- 
derſtood of him as of a Divne Perſon only; and | 
by conſequence, when it is ſaid, he proceeds 


from the Father, receives all he does from the Fa- 


ther and the Son, is the Gift of God, is ſent to us 
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been 
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{ fication of the Word, the only God : the Son, a Di- 


* 
een diſcours d upon the Subject of the Szcond, Ni 
— Perfon, or God the Word. I ſhall therefore 

| preſume. I may juſtly conclude from the Premiſes, 
that ſince the Notion of the ſacred Trinity you ſeem 

to advance, { viz. not a mere Relative Diſtinction of 
| three Divine Hypoſtaſes or Subſiſtences in the Dei- I, - 
ty, (Words, as commonly made uſe of, not eaſily yy 
intelligible,) but a real Diſtinction of three Divine 
Beings or Subſtances, or moſt properly of three Di- 
vine Perſons, whereof. the Farther only is Self-exiſ- 
tent, Independent, Supreme, and in the proper Signi- 


vine Being joking of the Father, and therefore 
| a Derivative, Dependent, and Subordinate Perſon to 
the Father: the Holy Ghoſt alſo a Divine Perſon 
' proceeding from the Father, the Spirit and Gift of 
the Father; and therefore a Derivative Being from 
the Father, in a moſt perfect Manner Subordinate to 
him; and in ſome ſort alſo inferior and ſubordinate 
to the Son, as was juſt now obſerv'd ; ſee Scrip. 
Do. P. 1. ch. 3. Sed. 7,] I ſay, I ſhall from 
theſe Grounds before laid down, preſume I may 
conclude; that ſince this Notion of the ſacred Tri- 
nity 1s ſo plainly conformable to the whole Tenor 
of the Scripture, and reſts only upon plain and un- 
doubted Divine Revelation, (if Words can make it >" 
ſo z) whereas. the vulgar Notion is involv'd in in- 85 


extricable Intricacies and Perplexities, (as has been . 


a preferable Claim to be receiv'd as a Doctrinal Point, 4 


ſhown) This may conſequently challenge, if not 


which far it be from me to determin, ) at leaſt it hi 


may be-allow'd to be ſo ſolidly founded upon Di- 


vine Reyelation, as may render the vulgar Explica- 0 
tions of this moſt ſublime Myſtery neither a ſuff. I 
112354 * | cient 
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tent”. Matter of necb ſſary Faith and chunb- Gt 
union, nor yet ſo abſolutely and peremptbrily cer- 
ain in point of Opinion, as they are gelten ſup- 
0 d to be. L - 
The general and moſt popular Objections againſt 
Inis plain Apprehenſion of tliis great Doctrine, are 1ſt, 
That 'tis contrary to the whole current of Antiquity, 
Ind the unanimous Conſent of the Fathers: which 
Þught'to have a particular Sway with Chriſtians in 
| he Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Doctrine. aally, 
at it plainly aſſerts Tritheiſm, or a Trinity of 
Three diſtin& Gods: An Aſſertion equally abhorr'd 
2 Tew and Chriſtian, and evidently contridiory 
o the Deſign of both the Teſtaments. ' 2aly, That 
it lays the Awfulneſs and Majeſty of etl "Cablime 
Myſtery: upon too plain a Level to our finite and 

peak Underſtanding: and makes us in a manner com- 
prehend Incomprehenſibility it ſelf. 4 hi, That 
here are ſome plain Texts in the Golpel, which 3 
are by no means reconcilable to this Notion of an 4 
Inferiority and Subordination of the Son to the 
Father. To each of theſe in their Order. As to 
the 

uh, I take what is here alleg'd, uſually with 

great poſitiveneſs, to be not ſo well grounded, as is 
generally ſuppos'd. For ſirſt, the Arian Controver- 
ſy in the end of the Third and beginning of the 
Fourth Century, (at which time, St Jerom ſays, 
the whole World was furpriz'd to fee it ſelf become 
Arian,) is a plain Evidence to the contrary. For 
however undeniable it is, that à great part of that 
numerous Body, during the Heat of that Diſpute, 
ran into Extremes and erroneous Notions, not at 
3 warrantable the Authority of the New Teſta- 
ment 


Eee 
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went, and often contradictory to it; yet it muſt be 
allow'd, ſome of the more learned of thoſe, upon 
whom their Adverſaries caſt that name of Reproach, Ire 
made it their Study to adhere moſt cloſely, and ex- ſn 
preſs themſelves moſt conformably to the Goſpel- 
ſtyle ; and therefore did really by no means deſerve 
to be rank'd in the number of thoſe Hereticks. A- 
gain, altho the Notion which at length prevail'd, Ifu 
me Orthodox both by the Eccleftaſtical and Ci- Ith 

vil Authority; and, ſince the time the Church and Nin 
State have been interwoven together into one Inte- Ifu 
reſt, and the Temporal Sword has undertaken to 
maintain the Eccleſiaſtical one, it has been a very 
dangerous and hazardous Attempt, to call in queſ- 
tion any thing that has been receiv'd as Orthodox 
yet even ſince that time alſo, there have not been 
wanting ſome, who having made Truth their more 
accurate and diligent Enquiry, have ſtumbled at the 
vulear Explication of this Article, as clog'd with 
too many unſcriptural Terms hard to be underſtood; 
and have look'd upon them as too arbitrary Impoſiti- 
ons upon Men's Conſciences, and have therefore op- 
sd themſelves to the ſame. And however the num- 

ber of theſe is but ſmall, when compar'd with thoſe 
who have beencarry*d away in the Stream, and over- 
ſway'd by the force of Cuſtom and Authority; it 
may be worth our while to conſider, how much true 
Weight wou'd be found wanting in theſe, from the 
hopes of Intereſt and Preferment, and the fear of 
: Inquiſitions, when plac'd in an even Balance with 
te diſintereſted Sincerity of the others. Moreover, | 
43 2dly, Neither can I think the Council of Nice 
. ee is fo much inſiſted upon, ) if fairly con- 
| r'd, aftords any real Ground to the many follow- 
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and alſerted by them to be hut a meer Creature, tho 
of a more perfect Frame and of a more retin'd-and. 
exalted} Nature than any other of Gods Creation; 
ſo the Nicene Fathers were chiefly ſolicitous to con- 
fute and condemn an Aſſertion ſo derogatory from 
the Majeſty and Dignity of Chriſt, without deſcend- 
Ring (which then they had no occaſion to do) to a 
further particular Enquiry into his Metaphyſical 
Nature or manner of Exiſtence. And accordingly» 
the Term Homowyfron,” which they at length conclu- 
ded upon and decreed to ſignify the ſenſe of the 
Church as to the Point then in diſpute, in its ge- 
nuin and proper Signification imports not an indi- 
viduglity or Identity, (for then they wou'd have ex- 
preſs d it by the term ae,) but à ſimilitude or 
likeneſs of Nature in the Son, to that of the Fa- 
ther; which evigently declar'd him to be Superior 


rd 
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to the Rink of Creatures.. And that this was the 
chief Meaning and Intent of the Nicene Council by 
the ſaid Term, is evident both from the immediate 
and proper oppoſition it bears to the Errours in both 
Extremes; and alſo from ſome of the more Learned 
Fathers that were Members of the ſame Council, 
who have left this'rEcorded*in their Writings. But 
ally, and chiefly, it is a very difficult Matter to ar- 
rive at a clearer and diſtinct Knowledge of the parti- 
cular Sentiments of the Ante-Nzcene and of many of 
the Fot Nicene Fathers with reference to the expli- 
cation of this Article. For it is moſt evident, that 
in the moſt explicite Words, and upon ſeveral occa- 
ſions they declare and confeſs, that the Father, as 

= T-- contradiſtin& 


10g Enlargetherits and additional Explications upon 
his Article. For as the Eſſence of the Arian He- 2 | 
reſy conſiſted in this, that ſeſus Chriſt was preach d 


| 044) | 
contradiſtinct from the Son, is the One only God, 
' the only unbegotten, ineffable, underive l fe 
tent God; the Origin, Cauſe and Author of the Son, 
the only God Supreme over All, that be has the Pre- 
eminence of the Son, and is ſuperior and greater than 
he. That the Son, on the contrary, is a derivative 
Being, not ſelf-exiſtent, inferior to the Father, &c. . 
See Script. _—_ Par. 7 Notes on F. 9, pag. £45 
on F. 11, pag. 205. ON J. 12, pag. 271. on J 34, 
. 05. . Again it cannot fairly be deny d, n 
but there are other Paſſages in many of their Wri- i 
tings, which favour the vulgar Notion of the Trinity, 
and ſeem to ſuppoſe an Identity of Nature in the C 
Three Divine Perſons, an equality &c. Now the. 
moſt natural Conſequence, which ſeems to me de- 
ducible from this their different expreſling them- 
felves, is this; that either upon account of the in- 
comprehenſibility and ſublime Nature of this Myſ-Y. 
tery ; or perhaps of ſome peculiar Prejudices in 
point of other Doctrines proper to their Times, 
which we at this diſtance cannot be enough ſenſible 
of, which might render the Apprehenſion of this 
Article more difficult; or to avoid giving any Oc- 
caſion to the more unlearn'd to apprehend a multi- 
plicity of Deities, which was the Characteriſtie 
blind Suppoſition of the Heathen, World; or laſtly, 
becauſe they might not be ſufficiently aware of a 
ſatisfactory Method of reconciling the Notion of the 
Trinity with the conſtant Scripture- Doctrine of the 
Unity of God, and therefore in diſcourſing upon 
this Myſtery expreſs'd themſelves difterently ac 
cording to the difference of their Subject or Oc- 
caſion of their Diſcourſes: I ſay, upon theſe: Ac- 
counts it appears to be a very probable Conjecture, 
| that 


(45) aha 4 
What the Fathers had not any clear, diſtin, -Expli- 7 
cite Notion of this ſublime Article of the Chriſtian 
Faith, (and, in effect, the Style and Method of 
Writing' of the Fathers, is generally more looſe, 
oratorical or figurative, and not ſo cloſe, conciſe 
and plain, as the Form of Writing and Difcourling 
is brought to in theſe latter Times:) and that in 
Nconcluſion, no certain deciſive Account can be taken 
II from their Writings with reference to the Explica- 
tion or Notion to be receiv d of this Article: Nei- 
„cher can it with Truth and abſolutely be aſſertec, 
e chat the Current of Antiquity or unanimous Con- 
J ſent of the Fathers, is againſt the Explication you 
_ contend for in your Scripture- Doctrine, &c. 

2. The ſecond Particular propos'd in the Objecti- 
on, is, that your Opinion afferts Tritheiſm or a 
Trinity of Three diftin& Gods. In anſwer to this 
It on not be improper to conſider, that this Objec- 
tion borrows its only Force from a ſort of Prejudice, 
or want of a elear underſtanding of the Word God. 
For nothing can be more evident, than that the Hea- 
chen World was guilty of the moſt blind, the moſt 
I groſs, and unnatural Abomination, in giving the 
incommunicable Worſhip, due only to the true Su- 
preme God, to Gods or Idols of their own Wg: 
And in multiplying to themſelves Divinities, wi 
out any regard to Truth or to the Honour of God; 
and erecting Altars, and inſtituting a moſt ſolemn 
pompous Worſhip to even the meaneſt Creatures. 
This, God every where highly complains of in the 
Scriptures; continually denouncing his Threats full 
of Wrath and Indignation againſt it, and declaring 
himſelf to be a moſt jealous God, that wall not 
ſuffer his Glory to be given to another; for ** 
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the only God, and there is none other beſide him, 
Now as this is the Summ of what God ſo often in 
culcated to the Jews by Moſes and the Prophets 
concerning the Unity and Worſhip of God, ſo was 
it urg'd with as much Zeal by the Apoſtles and 
firſt Promulgers of the Chriſtian Religion, as being 
no leſs fundamental an Article of the Chriſtian, 
then it was of the Moſaic Covenant. So that, a 
is manifeſt both from the Scriptures and from, the 
Writings of all the Primitive Fathers againſt the 
Gentile Philoſophers, the - graſs Abſurdity of the 
Heathen Theology and Idol-Worſhip conſiſted plai 

Ty in this, that they by their own Humane Inyen- 
tion firſt conſecrated or deify*d meer Creatures, o 
Idols of their own Imagination, [ſetting them up in 
competition with and in oppoſition to the God gf 
Might, Majeſty and Glory; and then paid that 


Adoration and ſolemn Worſhip to them, as to the 


Author and Cauſes of all the Bleſſings they e joy'd 
or hop'd for, which is the proper Tribute, and due 


only to the Supreme Creator and God of the Uni- 


verle. *. a Nin pn, 476 / | fr" 
Now how widely diſtant this is from the Caſe he 
fore us, 1s as clear 'and plain as 1s poſlible. Fo 


firſt, we own it to be juſtly worthy of Cenſure, i 
any Man- ſhall == BS * 5 
Ho 


Man- in ume to affirm that the Son and 
wy Ghoſt are no more than pure Creatures,,. gr 
at they are not really Divine Perſons, endued 


with True Power and other communicable Divine 


Perfections from the Father, 2aly, The Worſhip 


and Honour which the Goſpel-Diſpenſation directs 


us to render to the Son and Holy Ghoſt reſpe&ively : 


is not primarily aſcrib'd to, does not reſt abſolutely 
in them, but ultimately texminates in the Father 


1 C47. : "I 

mo whoſe. Glory fall things finally-ate-referr'&thirough * 
nhe Son and Holy Ghoſt. See this plainly prov'd 
ts Hand explain'd Script. Doc. Par. 2. Notes on F. 43. 
4813. 4, 45 46. and P. Zo ch. 1. Sect. 3. ſo that the 
nd Honour and Veneration we pay to the Son and Ho- 
ly Ghoſt reſpectively, are not at all founded on any 
Human Authority or Invention (which was the on- 
ly Baſis of the Heathen Superſtition,) but entirely 
on Divine Revelation, by which alſo it is limited 
ie and;confin'd within it's proper Bounds. 34% As 
ie the Son and Holy Ghoſt derive their Beings, ſo do 
they alſo their Power with reference to Cxeatures, 
from the Father. And therefore whatever Favours 
or Bleſſings we have hitherto receiv'd, do now en- 
joy, c of hereafter hope for, we acknowledge them 
to be the ſole Gift of the Father, by and through 
the Son, and by the Holy Ghoſt: ads See 
Operation of the Son as immediate Creator and Go- 
vernour- of all things, and through his Interceſſion 
eas our Redeemer and Mediator; and by the Holy 
Gba, as the immediate Inſpirer and danctiſer of 
our Souls. Here then again we believe and pro- 
feſs That Divine Perſon, whom the Scriptures ſtyle 
the only wiſe God, the Father all things, who is 
above all, the only Potentate and Supreme Lord; to 
be the only Fountain and Cauſe, of all Power; that 
all. Power, Original and Supreme, belongeth only to 
bim; and that the Son and Holy Ghoſt execute 
this Power communicated to them, (in the Diſpen- 
ſation of his Divine Graces and Benefits upon us his 
Creatures, ) only according to the Direction and 
Will of the Father. And therefore here is not the 
leaſt Deviation from the Suren of the Scrip- 
- tures, exacting from us an Acknowledgment of * 
only 
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communicable Worſhip to him alone, which alone is 
due to him. But then to all this ien 
It may be reply d, that according to this Syſtem 

of the Trinity, it does not yet appear how a Poly. 
theiſm of Three, or at leaſt of Two Gods, is not 


introduc'd into the Chriſtian Religion. For it ii 


own'd and aſſerted here, thatthe Son is not only x 


_” only God, and a Payment of that Tribute and in 9 
0! 


diſtin& Perſon, but a diſtinct Subſtance, 2 diftin& IS 


Divine Being from the Father: And it is beyond 
all controverſy alſo, the Son, as contradiſtinc from 
the Father, is in ſome Places of Scripture ſtyl'd 
Gu, So that we have here the Father and the Son, 
Twörcdiſtinct Divine Beings, Both ſtyl'd in the 
Scriptures God And therefore, according to this 
Syſtem, the Chriſtian Diſpenſation confeffes Two 


 " Aiſtin& Gods 


- : Anſwer Were the Minds of Men as well prepar'd 
to receive the Solution to this Objection, as it is 
eaſy and moſt ſatisfattory in it ſelf, your Bock of 
the Scripture Doctrine, &c. wou'd hardly meet with 
10 much Oppoſition. For in reality, the whole 
Force of this Objection entirely depends on a lir de 
voce, a Contention about Words, (an Argument we 
find often troubleſome, but not weighty, in the 
Bchoals,) a Diſpute about the ſignification of the 
Term, God. In order therefore to render the Solu- 
tion more unexceptionable, let us conſider the Senſe 
in which the Scripture it ſelf frequently makes uſe 
of this Word. And we find it firſt apply'd by the 


FL. 


| 95 ſto Moſes, Ex. 7. 1. Behold I haue made thee 


4 God to Pharaoh, and Aaron thy Brother ſhall be 
thy Prophet, And the meaning is, Moſes, was in- 


Pharoab 
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flead of God, or God's Vicegerent with reſpe& to 
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Pharaoh, to whom God's Commands concerning 
Pharaoh were immediately to be reveal'd, and his 
ore viſible and miraculous Power to be moſt ſig- 
ally demonſtrated by Moſes upon Pharoab. And 
o render Moſes's Authority more weighty and aw- 
ul, he was not himſelf to deliver to Pharaoh the 
Divine Meſlage, but ,by the Interpretation of his 
Brother Aaron. 2dly, Eſ. the 82d. v. 1, 6, it is 
again attributed to the Judges or Magiſtrates of the 
Jewiſh Nation, God ſtandeth in the Aſſembly of Gods. 
e judgeth among Gode. I have ſaid, ye'are Gods. 
is allo is quoted by our Bleſſed Saviour, Fo. 10. 
34, not. without ſome lication of it to himſelf, 
24ly, and ftill more properly, and in a much more 
ſublime Import, it 1s appropriated alſo to the Second 
Perſon of the Sacred Trinity, but ſtill with ſome 
Addition or Limitation, as God the Word, God ma- 
ſeſt in the Fleſh; and by way of Eminence, the- 
Son of God 5 Or God, the San 5 4thl 5 and Laſtly, J 
When taken in 1t's moſt proper, abſolute and incom- 
municable Signification, it falls in with the Schqpl- 
notion of it, and imports a Being which is the jrſt 
Cauſe, Author and Origin of all things both in Hea- 
yen and Earth, only Sel-exiſttent, Independent and 
Supreme; and is the only Complex of all poſſible Per- 
fedlions. And now to come to a direct Anſwer and 
Solution to this Difficulty; it appears evidently 
from theſe Obſervations from Scripture, that the 
Word, God, is not always of that abſoluce Import; 
bur is capable ſometimes of Analogous or leſs pro- 
per Signitication, ſo as to render it predicable even 
of mere Creatures, even of mortal Men. It is alſo 
undeniable to every one that reads the New Teſta- 
_— any attention, that the term God, though 
„ PB fap eg ll ptey foe oof Fon Poſer ni eee in 
Whew anon tf hed Reed e. eee 
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F; ſenſe inconceivably higher than in the former 
Caſe, yet is very differently attributed to the'Fither 
and the Son. For it is always ſpoken of the Father 
in its fublimeſt and moſt ah ſolute and full Impott, 
and not ſo much as once witk any limiting or re- 
ſtraining Circumſtance. On the contrary it is à very 
difficult Task to prove, without a wreſted Interpre- 
tation, that it is ever attributed to the Son (much 
leſs to the Holy Ghoſt) in its moſt proper and moſt 
exalted Signification; and it is undoubtedly ſome- 
times mention'd of him with ſome Limitation or Re- 
72 M as has been obſerv d before. Wherefore 
I think here is a ſecure Ground of concluding the 


' Ahſwer to this Objection thus. There is but One 


only God, moſt abſolutely and properly ſo call'd, and 
that is God the Father alone. Notwithſtanding,” the 


Son and Holy Ghoſt may alfo in a ſubotdinatè and 


leſs ſtrict Import, be ſtyl'd God, (tho the Holy 
Ghoſt indeed is neyer ſo ſtyled in Scripture;) as be- 


/#> ing contradiſtin& from the Creature, and Having 


tr& Divine Perfections communicated to them from 
the Father. And this, I think, is ſo far from de- 
rogating from the Honour and Dignity of the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, that it ſeems, from the Diſcourſe 
and Arguments above alledged, much more confor- 
mable to Divine Revelation, and therefore more ac: 
ceptable to Them. But e 
3h, To proceed to the Third Particular; it is 
further objected, that this does not appear confilterit 
with the Majeſty and the Incomprehenſibilfty of this 


. - 


moſt adorable and inconceivable Med e 


has vet been Held as an Object rather of Bur- f 


A obſequious Faith, than of dat Reafort il Con. 
ception; Whereas this way of KRplalning it,“ feft 


- ders 
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aith rgyeal'd to us concerning d afidDivir ine* 
ects, that. becan(s they , do indeed. {ur 0 4 4 
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[cjecung than embracing them.) For TE 


we indeed. of ſa high a Nature „that i 
t our fart and. Hnite Realon by,! its On Forced 
* riveat afffknonlode: of them, Jet . tis 0 er- 
n that God in-reyealing them to us togethef, . 
ſerics of other: Eu Truths conlequent #rid 8. 
Pendent upon them, deſigu'd at the {4m2 time ſd 
ir to bring them within the compaſs of Human G- 
city» that we might be able to comprehend their 
tonſiſtency with one another, without being reme- 
lilefly:' perplex'd.,in reconciling them to the clear 


rinciples of po 7 ig or God and Divine 


rary to our Reaſon; neither does it leſſen the Ma- 
eſty and Aw fulneſs of them, that they are brougłt 
o, aud can ſtand the Tryal of, the pureſt. and glear- 

Reaſoning. Hence therefore in applying oux 
elves to attain a due Apprehenſion of. this ſublime 
{yſtery and of the Truths that depend on it, we 
fe not to fancy or ſuppoſe to our ſelves certain + 
Ark, abſtruſe and unintelligible Notions of our 


wn; as if theſe, becauſe thoſe are Divius Truths 
and 


hings, tho they are above, yet. they are not cou- 


(005 3 1 * 
ge Age — Guſt proper Ideas off 
yes : Put, fince they we made KOH to h 
us only by Divine Revelation, the only Method and 
Rule we. ſhou d ditect our Ene iries by, hon be 
only: to trace the fame Divine Revelation, and con- 
for m both our Conceptions and Expreſſions of them 
ich and as cloſely as poſſible to it. Now, Si, 
| 4 7 s being the lar and only Method you make 
e of in your Seripture- Doctrine, G Peſteem 
5 here propos d as an Ohjection, to be indeed 
U. Raine gained to your yin 
18 kticle; in as much as refolving a-diffieul 

Intricate Doctrine into clear and eaſy Propofitions, 
according to the numerous Rerchstigs concerning 
it, is preferable to ſuch Explications as involve — in 
more 5 leſs Scriptural,” and altogethe 
ntelligible Terms, and conſequently in EY irthe 
Chain 1 Diffculties. For, the Sublimity and fr 
concewableneſs of the moſt Bleſſed Tay, doe 
29 gliſt in our not being able to reconcile it 
a e Series of Truths that are in the Divine Oe- 
: . 5 connected with it, to the Light of Reaſon; 
(for God certainly defign'd we ſhou'd, otherwiſe he 
wou'd not haye reveaPd them to us 50 but only in 

our being  infinitel\ incapable of cmprohivtidis 
271 and bow it is for the to be a See of} 
Being, of erernal' duration, an indivi 
* e, infinite, Spiritual Subſtance, - C; How 
and 1n what manner likewiſe the Son is begotten of 
the Father, what his Divine metaphyſical Efſence o 
Nature, bow i in ſubordination to the Will of rhe 
Father his Divine Operations are perform'd, with 
reſpect to the Creation of the World, his immediateſl in 
Providence and Superintendence over it, the Rea 
demption of Mankind, Ke. And again, bow the Hoof 


| thole© 


ens THAT ( vie Ds "; & "M EE: cri fut-: 
80% deriveg his Being from the Father, (ar, and 
alſo from the Son ) berv and in what manner he is 
Nſabordinate to the Father, and how to the Son; 
J.hat his Perfections and Attributes diſtinct from 
thoſe of the Son; after what manner he ſheds his 
Diving.Influences upon.us ;, bots by His IIluſtrations 
Yand Inſpirations he enlightens our Underſtandings, 

and fupples and canquers our Wills; bow he inſpired 
the Prophets, and reveal'd to them the myſterious 
Secrets of God's Divine Oeconomy towards Man, 

e.. Theſe are. Arcana, and Myſteries of the moſt ado- 
rable and incomprehenſible Trinity, which are re- 
ſery d for us to the bliſsful State of intuitive Viſion 
Sand Kngirledge of God, where we ſhall ſee as well 
* as he is. At preſent we have a thick 
\ 87 ont Eyes, and we ſee theſe things but thb 
alan ih, and as it were thro' a Shadow.” And 
therefore. however eaſy and rational This Explica- 
tion: of the Holy Trinity lays the Belief of it to the 
Undezſtinding; however plainly it reconciles to - 
our Reaſon the Diſtinction of Perſons or Beings th 
the Trinity, and their diſtin& Relation and Opera- 
tion with reſpect to the divine Oeconomy; here are 
notwithſtanding an infinite number of moſt ſublime 
and myſterious Truths, in themſelves unſearchable 
to us, and altogether paſt our finding out. And 
there fore if, on the one ſide, the Belief of this 
Myſtery as to what is plainly reveal d concerning it, 
is by this your Method render'd as eaſy and in- 
telligible as any other Article of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, (which I take to be a very ſtrong Argument 
in favour of your Scripture-Doctrine &c.) It re 
mains on the other hand, as to the unreveal d Part 
of it, and the how or manner alſo of what it reveal'd, 
as myſterious and incomprehenſible, as the Nature 

| , | .f 
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YL y JL» WP 54 Pro Oh 
of ſo ſublime! an Arti fequ es and 3 no 
leſs pt to produce auc create in vs quit” and awhul 
Ideas, than the vulgar Actep tation does. * Oil 
* "Its remains 1 to conliler the 4th Obiedion 
namely chat there zre ſome Texts in the Goſpel 
5 Gn 10t he reconeird 2, an at Be and 


F Or? ene e is tart &'+ 


fing g the tongs in 
dane Perſofis were 7 


5 915 as has bh leur 5 owe; ind 
uppo poly, 1 ie Il ird Writers of the . eſta; 
ment had deſign d to expreſs this Diſtinalow'and 
Tons the Queſtion T would put, i he. 
ther really they court have 1 möxre Full y- An plat 
more frequently and'after more ABretir wa i Have 
; "glee it, than ih fact they hive done? 2th, he 
ex one or two obſcure Texts, (L tall them c Cure, 
Decal :rendred ld, by. the vulgar "Notion, 104d 
rgaſon prevail for an intricate nintelligjhls Ex- 
ol cation of this 90 Doctrine, againſt ſuch Niet 
of; Texts to the contrary for a rational,” plain and bd 
6 one, (as has been prov'd above, collected vndet 
one View 1 in your excellent Book of the Scripture: 
Doctrine, Gec. The general Method of evading'the 
force 'of this Argument, is, that thoſe Paſſages 0 
the New Teſtament that ſcem to point at an 1nferi- 
ority and Subordination of the Son to the Father, 
relate not to the Son, as he is a Divine Being, bur as 
he 18 Man, of his Humanity only. "1 cannot Ace 
deny but 1 in many of them there is ſome apparent 
Colour tor | this Evaſion, : But then how Can this Hav 
— af) 


.. 
* 


p "19-0 


hy place in the ſame Expre ons = i 5 


Eriority and Subordination ' 

s ſcatc ever mention'® inthe New SIA 
ih fore Mark of Tnferiorfry o. Subordint 0 5 
erm bf Eimitation', "as" che"Spiric of oe Pelle 

nb Cane him my Spirit; 19 0% of God,” fort f 
te, proteeding from tbe Father, [ent from the, Jon; 
hel be hat! not. ea of e bur whatſoever! t ba 
fe hear, bit all he ſpe &c. he {Pall reteive of nin ) 
2 ſhall ſhow ir unte D you, Bec. Sce Seript. 15 Pat. 
ny 1. ch. 3. Sect. G. 7 7 "Now if We"; IK Wotgs to by 


re retain any 'Signification at all, hate is an aferiori 
off ind Subordination*of the Ho 0 0 to ths Father 
id and the Son, deelared ift 28 Pam Words, a8 Can be 
a. found! in any: Author or in an Propoſition, jay 
ever, or in the Scriprure it fel apon any other; 

Y ject; And all Pfetexts far the-above-mention'd A- 
fre Diſtinctions, is n precluded ; the Kay 
650 eig only a Divine” Perfon, Without We 
aſſumed 11 Humane br other Nature to partake of 
the pot e of thole Expreſlions.“ And therefore 1 
take it from hence to be as plain, that the 
Ghoſt is inferior and ſubordinate to 9 Fath ather a bly 
the Son, 58 it is, "that lie -tnſpir'd "rhe. Ewing 
ſancklfies our. Souls, Kc. För we have n other "x 
Ground for the Belief of theſe, but that fuch Proto- 
fi note TeveaPd, * and thar ſuch 18 Ya Meanin 
But forth er, that a great number, if not a . of tk 


Texts You | ave ranp'd together ntider the 5th Sec 7. 
6b. 2. Par. 1. Scrifit. Dock. canndt bht by; a fore f | 
| Interpretation be underſtood. of Chritt a 28 "Mainly, 
Will be evident from a fair and impartial Examin;- ' 4 
rion 6f them. For'Brevity's ſake” 1 fall mention 
bur one, viz. Tor 3. v. 16. Where it is ſud,” fo 95 - 
bo? 4 he wot wol, that, be 880 his only begotten Sn, 
| To 


- 1rft, becauſe here is an Antitheſis or a Contradiſtin, 


* 5 


1 56 ) 
fo. * th Hat mA God ſent his So Sc. Now 
that this Text evidently belongs to the Divinity of 


Chriſt, and does not refer to his Humanity as exif, 
tent when the Son was given and ſen:, is manifeſt, 


iſhing of God, that is; the F. from the Sons 
Bs and in ſuch a manner, Ther, the Son was not ; 
this, God that gave and ſens him; otherwiſe he muſt 
8 ven and ſemt himſel - which can, ſcarce be 
. AF from being abſurd Ez preſſions. 24h, Thie 
| Father, or God ab balurely ſo, ll out of RIVER iy 
_ the World, ave and ſent his only begotten, Son, tha 
we hoch d bo: in him, and by that means not = 
' riſb,* but have N ing Lite. So that the Son's 
nt into the Gc. was a compaſſionate 
and benevolent Gift Fe; the Father; and the Son, 
in deſcending to redeem Mankind, exercis'd A moſt. 
ſublime Act tet Obedience to his Father's Will. ah, 
The Son, Who is the Gif? fe of God in this Text, is 
the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity, antecedent and 
without any reference at all to his Humanity as 


1 | ng exiſtent. For frft, 2 I obſerved before, we 


ve no Authority from any Revelation or paſſa : 
in any of the Books of Scripture, to ſuppoſe 
Soul of Chriſt to be pre-exiſtent and united to his 
Divinity | fore his Conception.  2dly, We have no 
occalion to frame any ſuch Suppoſition, in order to 
explain the whole Syſtem of God the Word's Ope- 

. [rations with reſpe& to the Moſaic Covenant and the 
Golpel Diſpenſation, unleſs it be to ſupport a Syſtem 


2B of Terms and Diſtinctions not eaſily maintainable 


without it. En God did not ſend his Son into 
the World already byvoſtatically unitedto a Human 
Soul, but to take upon him Human Nature; for it is 


[Exprety4, he — bis only begotten Son, and ſent him 
into 
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that can with any tolerable Colour be 


3 
into the 
orld to tale upon bim the Human Ngrure Had not 
already a Human Nature; and thereforeè tlie We 
gave and ſent are ſpoken evidently of the Divine Na- 
ture of Chriſt. And by conſequence, 4rbly, Here 

a plain and undoubted Act of tence in th Son 
as fuch, in deſcending from Heaven to become > 
in compliance with the Will of his Father who gv 
and ſent him; And therefore as undeubted an I 
riority and Subordiriation imply*d of the Seu to on 


/ 


{&-. 


Father, as is his Deſcent from Heaven to this 1 


World. Theſe Oblervations WN this Text, a 1. | 


pear to me ſo juſt, ſo plain and Geher 


that 3 —. Met, can de any 
a upon it. I N e 
i der directly to wk 4 is ment! 2 in the 


Objection. The Saying of Chrift, aut he 


nacher are one, is go gn fare 

Foundation and 8 5 

of the Doctrine of the Tang ” ik" what What 
Strength of Reaſon or Probability, I will refer 


Reader to b. ae e e Ons of Robert N. 

ſon Eſq: Ke. h To which very Letned 
Work alſo, ve vo ſelf the Trouble-of tranſ- 
cribing a NN it here,) I refer Mit for a 
moſt clear — ſolid Anſwer to 8 thoſe other I. 


this Place. I ſhall content my ſelf wich rüber 
tioe here only, that That other Saying of Chit 75 
17, 22, the glory thou gaveſt me e offi them 
(m Diſciples,) that They may be one, even t we (1 
and the Father) are one ; either aſſerts as plain an 


Individuality or Identity of one common Nature in 


all the Diſciples; or that the other ¶ and my Father 


are one) does not intend it in the F _— and the 


Sow 
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2 and jn Fayour of. the Objection, I wi 
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uh 91g 1 3 . 5 Kr KN A dan 87 
m Hor the. Wards and Expreſſions in n th 
me ande Aſtaness ad to that, not ft g 
MIS — e they canibyx no means g 


different an; Import and Signiß 
ttrihuted ta them. But ex: 4 


ee thinkfar orhermiſe) that the: vg 
theſe Words, IA, my Father. = * 
E nd, obvious, as that gther you 
place Avgrcited, (which 1 1 toi OY 

he gp ns p the: Conſeqbence can otfhy;\be 
i, * Ms: — — qubious, ;confroyertible, vang;-at 
mat «bext.,Atid;'thencahet Inf 


; rence Pm ſure SD IRS hence muſt bez that tis:not 


e upon the Rules of Hoge and all rue 
a pin daten © Foy Attenpt,;46fouad 
Sine ot ſa lürh g Nature, ef {a geln (unf: 
pan, Af es ot. ſo uncscbain andi uodeten 
a Jig niente, againſt Galle&ion of innu- 
pgrable-other plain geveal'd Rropaſitions, uihich ta- 
in, their mot ohridus and ufnal dignifi⁰f, 
bid and. pndoubjcaly eſtabliſba different Dog. 


tige, gad for a. Gorollary,to,this;) I. ail \aftly 


pier this Confideration; how »eotifiſtent it ein be 
with Chriſtian * Forbearince, and à ſin- 
cere Dobe of pr ig Peace and Unity, 1 force 
aer f l S do Halle an Articlei of 
Fart uporn ther Minds and Gonſciences of Men, 
Flu upon ſuch Texts z. and decree ſuch Ex- 
plications to be he neceſſury Inna of Church: Con- 
mugion, and of attaining 2 S4lvitiens Nn 
Thel, Sir, ware the Thovghts and Reflexions, 
2 naturally and without any, vo eee 
mers fter Fhad:gone thro' your, I think, excel- 
hock of the pure Dorne, &c. And I was 


| afterwards 
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8 1140 — tho Lam conſcious ho 2 Dow 


oh. 2 
of mine defe fal - | 
SN an Age ad Nui of ſo 8 D 


25 * elabb- 
5 700 "iu 


feſs the e a ful! 
. feinen — to! ſcience, 'a8 to mx 

Dur gest duly apprehending and Pehering theamoſt adora- 
ble Myſtery of die Tini y, ſo what is e 
Style im order to give — a mote popular and 9c 
ble Forte of Copvittion, I hope will give accaſiongo 
bier ard more lesined Pen, to ſupply. and (exe - ja a 
better, more pleaſing rand -onexceptionable Lig or I. 


ny. a long rooted (Prefndice amd Prepeſſe *. to. be the 


geſt Rr 

Hoon his I think, cannot any fairneſs 
56, ar — 7 Books you haye pubiſh d upon.t 

Su er nion concerning the Interiori 
e e . gon and Holy Ghoſt th the 2. 
ther, ut leaf is. probable 3s the vulgarly received Opinion; 
anditherefore colts teadiſy und 3 wan humble 
Aderefs te tie Church, of which Happibeſs,to 
be an unworthy Member, that Her Communion 
n this matter be ſoftend, anch tha] might not 


ument, if not tie only one, on the other Side. ; 
8 


required to explicit Declatatons cOnperning 
955 rticular Metaphyſical manner ii Exiſteneg god the 
ea of the Three Perſons, beygat gaht . 4 


ce Men would not e cu 0 pe 

into dhe Secrets 3 Ne than Go rag 

cleafly to make — But that a -weuny 

moſt G iſtra 4 5 
MX: e 


gard co bach fe 

ro6/ rigid HR Dem: 

ſo be Ns the ſame inen en . ey be dal 

with relerence to Explicatig oh; the Doe ol * 
nify; that our Obligations Might be ee ee ks 

than to the Belief of ſuch a 'Trigi« ai ly and ex- 

prefly revealed to vs in the de eſtament, without the 

Addition of other Terms and N Enlargemonts 

which ſeem not to be plainly enor 

ly Sc tures... And Lam mov'd to 


| 2 5 * : "ls T 0 60 ) 3 » 
Learned of my Brethren heartily concur with me,) not oſ 
from the very convincing Arguments ſuggeſted in yo 
moſt learned Works, and the Rea ſons conſequent thereuy 
on, but more eſpe&ally and chiefly out of a religious, Ma 
tive of paying rightly that Honour and Worſhip; wine 
is properly due to each of the Three Divine Perſons reſpeg 
fively. For, ſuppoſing the Father to be the only Supre 
God, the Fountain and Author of the Son and Holy-Ghaſt 
who are ſubordinate Beings to him, (as I thipk1s at leg 
as probable as the contrary Doctrine; then it follows, that 
all abſolute mncomimunicable Divine Worfaip is due owly to 5 
Father ; and only a Subordinate Honour payable to the Soy 
and Hüly Ghoſt, according to their Order as reveal d to us 
which Honour always ultimately terminates in the. Fathe 
alone, according tothe General (and which tis deſirablp 
ſhou'd according to the conſtant practice of the Pri mitia 
Church, be the uniform) Style of the Prayers of our moſ 
excellent Liturgy, according to the direction of the Gol 
pel. revelation; See Seript. Do. Par. 2. 5. 43, 44, 45. Thy 
Father, I ſay, being the only Origin, Author and Cauſe of 
all Perfections and Power, and of all. Beings Ghatſoener; 
by neceſſary conſequence all Prayers and Praiſes are pris 
mar ily and ultimately due and to be directed to him alone 
as ſuch, the ſole Original and primary Author of all 
Good; and ſhould: conclude with that moſt. preyailing 
AMotide ig have our Petitions, granted, via, through, bis Sor 
Ius Mi, or tho the Merits and Mediation of hit Sm Fer 
ſus Chriſ gur Lord See Script. Do, Pat. 2. ch. 1. dect. 2, 
3. This L take to be a Matter of no indifferent Coneegn, 
and may not be an improper Subject of publick Conſide- 
ration. I conclude with this moſt undeniable Truth, that 
- if we direct all our Praiſes, Prayers and Petitions prima- 
tily to the Father, thro? the Merits and Mediation of, the 
San, und bythe: Aﬀiſtance and Guidance of the Hoh Spi 
rit; our Religious Worſhip will moſt certainly be confor- 
mable tothe Goſpel y ls and Prefcriptions; which, what- 
ever Opinion be'teneſ#In Speculation, cannot but (in all 
| Hypotheſes) be acknowledged to be ſafe and ſufficient in 
[| Practiſe. I am, Sir, i +... 4-5 
| | Nenr very bumble though in unn Servant, 
| 0 Tlhilalethes. 


